CHAPTER Il

THE CLASSIFICATION OF PROSTRATION IN THE QUR’AN

In this chapter, contain a description of prostration and the classification
in the Qur’an includes a description of the etymological meaning and
terminological meaning of prostration, the classification of prostration included
human prostration, angels prostration, the earthly and heavenly bodies prostration
and the mosque as place of prostration or worship.

A. The Etymological and The Terminological Meaning of Prostration

The derivation of word sajada is mentioned 81 verses which is found in
32 surahs in the Qur’an. Prostration comes from the Arabic word sajada-yasjudu-
sujidan means submission and obedience,! puts the head to the ground.? The
word prostration in the etymological meaning is submission and huminity, it is
also used in the sense of bowing your head, looking at something, but a view that
contains lethargy and weakness.®

The word prostration used in some verses of the Quran is not in the
sense commonly understood as worshiping God by placing the forehead to the
ground during prayer.* Prostration is a form of submission and self-servitude to

Allah Almighty. Prostration also means worshiping Allah the Highest God.

LAbi Husain Ahmad Ibn Faris lon Zakariyya, Magayis al-Lugah vol. 5 (n.p.: Dar al-Fikr,
n.d), 133.

2Abl al-Fadl Jamal al-Din Muhammad Ibn Mukram Ibn Manzar al-1frigi, Lisan al- ‘Arab
vol. 3 (Beirut: Dér al-Shadr, n.d), 204.

3M. Quraish Shihab, Tafsir Al-Mishbah, vol. 15 (Jakarta: Lentera Hati, 2000), 481.

“Muhammad Kamil Hasan al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an Tematis translated by
Ahmad Fawaid Syadzili vol. 6 (Jakarta: PT. Karisma Ilmu, 2005), 127-128.
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Actually, prostration is the natural character of all beings. The essence of
prostration to Allah are two kinds. First, prostration of human being to Allah in
worship, such as prostration of prayer, sujud sahwi,® sujud sajadah or tilawah®
and sujud syukur,” according to the methods specified in the Islamic law. Second,
prostration of all beings to Allah in the sense of submission and obedience to
Him. The authentic meaning of the words “prostration” is ‘“submission and

obedience” 8

Sahwi prostration which is performed for four things, first because it leaves one of the
sunnah ab’ad, either abandoned because of forgetfulness or because it is intentionally like leaving
reading the initial tahiyat or leaving one sentence from the initial tahiyat. Second, because doing an
act that does not cancel the prayer is forgotten but cancels if done intentionally such as increasing
one rak'ah for forgetting. Third, because putting pillars of qauli apart from takbiratul ihram and
greetings is not where it should be, either by forgetting or intentionally. Fourth, doubt one of the
circumcision is left sunnah ab'ad such as doubt left behind qunut or the first tahiyat or the other
sunah ab'ad. For further information, see Muhammad Arshad bin Abdullah al-Banjari, Sabilal
Muhtadin vol. 2 (Surabaya: al-Hidayah, n.d), 2. And see Hasan bin Muhammad bin Salim al-Kaf,
al-Tagrirat al-Sadidah fi al-Masail al-Mufidah (Surabaya: Darul UlGm al-Islamiyah, 2007), 266-
274

®Tilawah prostration is sunnah for those who recite the verses of sajadah and also for
those who hear it, whether or not with the gasad bowing down or not. Verse of sajadah in the
Qur'an there are fourteen verses in addition to sajadah in Q. S&d, which includes prostrations of
thanksgiving (sujud shukur) because in the hadith it is explained: "The Prophet David carried out
prostrations because of repentance and we performed prostrations due to gratitude”. (HR. Nasa'i
from Ibnu Abbas). Tilawah prostration is determined at the end of the verse in the Q. al-Alag: 19,
Q. al-Najm: 62, Q. al-A'raf: 206, Q. al-Furgan: 60, Q. Maryam: 38, Q. al-Naml: 26, Q. al-Isré:
109, Q. Fussilat: 38, Q. al-Nahl: 50, Q. al-Sajadah: 15, Q. al-Inshigag: 21, Q. al-Ra’d: 15, Q. al-
Hajj: 18 and 77. It is not permissible to make prostrations except which is ordered to prostrate.
There are four pillars outside the prayer there are takbiratul ihram, intention to prostrate tilawah
along with takbir, prostration once as prostration in prayer, salutation after prostration as greetings
in prayer. For further information, see Arshad, Sabilal Muhtadin vol. 2, 7. And see Hasan, al-
Taqrirat al-Sadidah, 275-277.

"Prostration of gratitude (sujid shukdr) is prostration which is carried out when obtaining
unexpected favors or favors that are expected both for self, family, and Muslims, sunnah also
prostration of gratitude when protected from unforeseen calamities, both calamities that befall
themselves or Muslims. This prostration is carried out outside prayer and may not be carried out in
prayer. For further information, see Arshad, Sabflal Muhtadin vol. 2, 10. And see Hasan, al-
Tagrirat al-Sadidah, 278-279.

8Kementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Tafsirnya vol. 1 (Jakarta: Lentera Abadi, 2010),
81.
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Prostration is the placement of the body in a reverentially or submissively
prone position as a gesture. Typically prostration is distinguished from the lesser
acts of bowing or kneeling by involving a part of the body above the knee
touching the ground, especially the hands. Major world religions® employ
prostration as an act of submissiveness or worship to a supreme being or other
worshiped entities (i.e. God or the gods). In various cultures and traditions,
prostrations are similarly used to show respect to rulers, civil authorities and

social elders or superiors.°

®For  further information,  see Wikipedia, Main article: Prostration  at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostration accessed on 7% Feb 2019. In Buddhism, prostrations are
commonly used and the various stages of the physical movement are traditionally counted in
threes and related to the Triple Gem, consisting of:

a. the Awakened One (Sanskrit/Pali: Buddha) (in this meaning, to own potential)
b. his teaching (Sanskrit: Dharma; Pali: Dhamma)
¢. his community (Sangha) of noble disciples (ariya-savaka).

In Christianity, the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican and
some Lutheran churches use full prostrations, lying flat on the floor face down, during the
imposition of Holy Orders, Religious Profession and the Consecration of Virgins. Additionally, in
the Roman Catholic Church at the beginning of the Good Friday Liturgy, the celebrating priest and
the deacon prostrate themselves in front of the altar. Dominican practice on Good Friday services
in priory churches includes prostration by all friars in the aisle of the church. In the Roman
Catholic and Anglican churches, partial prostrations (“profound bows™) can be used in place
of genuflections for those who are unable to genuflect. The prostration is always performed before
God, and in the case of holy orders, profession or consecration the candidates prostrate themselves
in front of the altar which is a symbol of Christ.

In Hinduism, eight-limbed (ashtanga pranama, also called dandavat, meaning "like a
stick) and five-limbed (panchanga pranama) prostrations are included in the religious ritual
of puja. Worship in Hinduism involves invoking higher forces to assist in spiritual and material
progress and is simultaneously both a science and an art. A sense of bhakti or devotional love is
generally invoked. This term is probably a central one in Hinduism. A direct translation from the
Sanskrit to English is problematic. Worship takes a multitude of forms depending on community
groups, geography and language. There is a flavour of loving and being in love with whatever
object or focus of devotion. Worship is not confined to any place of worship, it also incorporates
personal reflection, art forms and group. People usually perform worship to achieve some specific
end or to integrate the body, the mind and the spirit in order to help the performer evolve into a
higher being.

10Wikipedia, Prostration at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostration accessed on 7% Feb
2019.
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TABLE | THE DERIVATION OF WORD OF PROSTRATION IN THE

QUR’AN!
No The Surah and Verses of Prostrstion
Derivation in the Qur’an

1 13450 Q. Taha [20]: 116; Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 34; Q. al-Nisa [4]: 102.

2 keSS Q. al-A’raf [7]: 161; Q. al-Furgan [25]: 64; Q. Maryam [19]: 58; Q.
al-1sr[17]: 107; Q.YUsuf [12]: 100; Q. al-Nahl [16]: 48; Q. al-
Sajadah [32]: 15; Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 58; Q. al-Nisa[4]: 154; Q. al-
Fath [48]: 29.

3 Axlos Q. al-Jin [72]: 18; Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 114 and 187; Q. al-Hajj [22]:
40; Q. al-Taubah [9]: 18

4 NERA] Q. al-Qalam [68]: 42 and 43; Q. Qaf [50]: 40; Q. al-Bagarah[2]: 125;
Q. al-Hajj [22]: 26; Q. al-Fath [48]: 29.

5 Aot Q. al-A’réf [7]: 31; Q. al-lsra [17]: 7; Q. al-Kahfi [18]: 21; Q. al-
Bagarah [2]: 144, 149, 150, 191, 196 and 217; Q. al-Anfél [8]: 34; Q.
al-Hajj [22]: 25; Q. al-Fath [48]: 25 and 27; Q. al-Maidah [5]: 2; Q.
al-Taubah [9]: 7, 17, 19, 28, 107, and 108.

6 ol Q. Al Imran [3]: 43.

7 Sisss | Q. al-A’réf [7]: 206; Q. al-Naml [27]: 24; Q. Ali Imran [3]: 113.

8 RESA Q. al-Najm [53]: 62; Q. al-A’réf [7]: 11; Q. al-Furgan [25]: 60; Q.
Téaha [20]: 116; Q. al-Isr&[17]: 61; Q. al-Kahfi [18]: 50; Q. al-Hajj
[22]: 77.

9 3485 Q. al-A’réf [7]: 12.

10 S3iale Q. al-Inshigaq [84]: 21; Q. al-Taubah [9]: 112.

11 Sl Q. al-A’raf [7]: 120; Q. Sad [38]: 72; Q. al-Sh(’ara [26]: 46 and 219;
Q. Yasuf [12]: 4; Q. al-Hijr [15]: 29, 31, 32, and 98.

12 il Q. al-Zumar [38]: 9.

13 RERX Q. al-Nahl [16]: 49; Q. al-Ra’d [13]: 15; Q. al-Hajj [22]: 18.

14 NES Q. Sad: 73; Q. al-Hijr [15]: 30.

15 RESA| Q. al-Ra’d [13]: 3.

16 SERN Q. Sad [38]: 75; Q. al-Furgan [25]: 60.

17 134425 Q. al-Naml [27]: 25.

18 154485 Q. al-Fussilat [41]: 37

19 NIREEX Q. al-Rahman [55]: 26.

20 RESX Q. al-Alaqg [96]: 19; Q. al-Insan [76]: 26

"The structure of the surahs based on the Chronological order of revelation order of the
Qur’an is compiled based on the mashaf data circulated by the Rabitat al-Alam al-Islami, al-
Qur'an al-Karim (Al-Qahirat, 1398 H) confirmed by Abi ‘Abdilah al-Zanjani, Tarikh al-Qur'an
(Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Alam, 1388 H).
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B. The Classification of Prostration
1. Human Prostration

a. The prostration to Allah means prayer

Prayer as other branches of faith, consist of two parts. First, it deals with
outward physical movements, such as raising both hands when takbir to start
praying, bowing and prostration. Second, the most important thing is that someone
who prays must have sincere intentions. In his heart, he must be aware of his
worship of Allah to remember, appreciate all the blessings, and reach His pleasure
by believing that true success lies in the afterlife. World life is only false
pleasure.!? Prayer are rahmat (compassion, mercy) and istigfar (begging Allah for

forgiveness).t

Prostration is one of the pillars in praying. Al-Qur'an has repeatedly
command human beings to pray to Allah by using the word prostration.
Prostration is the culmination of spiritual journey. At that time humans are free
from all worldly affairs, regardless of what they have, and are free from self-
confessions. Human is the slave who received His power such as lived, breathed,
believed, subjugated, moved, softened, soothed, and can towards His presence.
Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H said that the movement of prayer, in prostration that

is emotionally the closest to Allah, as in Sahth Muslim by Abu al-Husain Ibn

123]-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an Tematis, 175.

BHiiseyn Hilmi Isik, Miftah-ul-Janna (Booklet for Way to Paradise) (Turkey: Hakikat
Kitabevi, 2015), 178.
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al-Hajjaj al-Qusairi al-Naisaburi, vol. 2 Kitab Salat and bdb ma yugqal fi rukii 'wa
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From Abu Hurairah ra. that the Messenger of Allah said, “As closest slave
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to his Lord is when he prostrated, so multiply prayer (when prostration)”

In Q. al-Alaqg [96]: 19 God said:
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“Nay, heed him not: but bow down in adoration, and bring thyself the closer (to

God) "

Surah al-Alaqg above begins with an invitation to read and learn and ends
with pray and worship. This is so that knowledge is accompanied by charity.® It
is reported that Abu Jahal one day said to his friends, “Do you see Muhammad
praying and prostration in front of you?” They answered, “Yes”. Abu Jahal said
“For the sake of idols Latta and Uzza, if we saw him praying like that, we would
definitely step on his neck and we buried his face in the dust.” One day Abu Jahal
found the Prophet were praying, then he intends to step on his neck. But suddenly

he backed away with his heel and protected himself with both hands. When asked

14Abu al-Husain 1bn al-Hajjaj al-QushairT al-Naisaburf, Sahth Muslim vol. | Kitab salat bab
ma yuqél fi rukii’ wa sujid (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1Imiyah, 1971), 208.

BAbdullah Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur’an (Kuala Lumpur: Saba Islamic Media, 2000), 779.

16al-Sabuni, Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 3 (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-Asriyyah, 2014), 1519.
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about it, he answered “Between we and Muhammad there is a fire trench, riots of
wings”. Then the Prophet said, “If he approached us, of course the angels
grabbed his body for limbs”. Abu Jahal prohibited the Prophet to pray and
prostrate to Allah, then Allah says do not obey him for what he wants you to do,
which is to leave prayer. Keep you on your prostrations and your prayers and
bring yourself closer to your Lord with that. In the hadith it is stated that “the

closest the slave to the Lord is when he prostrates”.*’

A prostration position has a positive impact both physically and
spiritually. At the time of prostration, a person is made aware that he is a low
being, a weak being. Then reinforced with sentence therapy that has a

transcendental vibration that will bring people into a clear self.'8

“And during part of the night, (also)celebrate His prises, and (so likewise) after
the postures of adoration”*® (Q. Qaf [50]: 40)
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“But celebrate the praises of thy Lord, and be of those prostrate themselves in
adoration”® (Q. al-Hijr [15]: 98)

17al-Sabuni, Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 3, 1520.

BAbu Sangkan, Pelatihan Shalat Khusyu’; Shalat Sebagai Meditasi Tertinggi dalam Islam
(Jakarta: Baitul Insan, 2005), 91-92.

BAli, The Holy Qur’an, 645.

DAli, The Holy Qur’an,315.
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Increasing prostration in prayer or the intention is to multiply prayer itself
(i.e especially sunnah prayer), has many virtues. Among them can elevate one's
degree and also erase his sins. Ma'dan bin Abi Talhah al-Ya'mari, he said, "I once
met Thauban -as a slave of the Prophet-, then I said to him," Tell me a deed that
Allah has put me in heaven.” Or Ma'dan said, "I said to Thauban, Tell me a deed
that Allah loves'.” When asked, Thauban was silent. Then asked the second time,
he was still silent. Until the third time, Thauban said, ‘I once asked what was

asked of the Prophet, He said :
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“You must increase prostration (multiply prayer) to Allah. Because you do not
multiply prostration because God but Allah will exalt your rank and eradicate
your sins.” Then Ma'dan said, “I also met Abu Darda' and asked the same thing

then Abu Darda 'friend answered as Thauban answered me”.?

Allah said in Q. al-Fath [48]: 29
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2LAbu al-Husain 1bn al-Hajjaj al-QushairT al-Naisaburf, Sahth Muslim vol. 1, 210.
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“Muhammad is the Messenger God; and those who are with him are strong
against Unbilievers, (but) compassionate amongst each other. Thou wilt see them
bow and prostrate themselves (in prayer), seeking Grace from God and (His) God
Pleasure. On their faces are their marks, (being) the traces of their prostration.
This is their similitude in the Tawrat; and their similitude in the Gospel is like a
seed which sends forth its blade, then makes it strong; it then becomes thick, and
it stands on its own stem, (filling) the sowers with wonder and delight. As a result,

it fills the Unbelievers with rage at them. God has promised those among them
who believe and do righteous deeds forgiveness, and a great Reward "%

Athar sujad as signs that appear on the forehead?® because they often
bow down in prayer. According to the former al-Qadi lyad meant there is on the
forehead according to Ibn Kathir it is in the form of good looks, this opinion is
based on the salaf opinion which says that goodness is a light in the heart, rays on
the face, breadth of rizki, and love in the human heart someone who hides the
secrets of God will appear on his face and mouth.?* So, the prostration file
referred to in Q. al-Fath [48]: 29 are files of solemnity and humility that are
engraved on the face and penetrate the conscience. If the face is a sign of the inner
and outer state of man, then the face of the good man himself will show God's

grace and light. But this emanation of the face will only be possessed by people

22Ali, The Holy Qur’an,637.

Zal-Hafidz Ibnu Hajar al-Asgalani, Fath al-Bari Syarah Hadis al-Bukhari vol. 4 (Jakarta:
Pustaka Azzam, 2009), 623.

241bnu Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, translated by. M. Abdul Ghoffar vol IX (Jakarta:
Pustaka Imam Asy-Syafi’l, 2013), 29
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who are gentle, friendly and patient, always ready to help, trust God, and his heart
is peaceful and calm.®

Prayer is a process that demands deep concentration. Every Muslim is
required to do this, which in Arabic is called Khushu’. Khushu’ in this prayer, if
examined more deeply contains elements of meditation. Prayers also have positive
influence, both physically and psychologically. Psychologically, prayer performed
with concentration (khushu’) and sincerity can reduce anxiety for the perpetrators
and bring calm.?®

Prayer as an inner journey through the divine ocean will lead the person
to total submission, submission and subjection to the greatness of God, washed
away and dissolved in the joy of faith.2” The person who sincerely in his prayer
will not be able to resist the anger of God or reject God’s command because the
pleasure of making love with Him in worship only leaves serenity, happiness, and
peacefulness.?®

Differences are not infrequently considered a threat because the
principles of truth adopted are mixed with other principles of truth. For this reason
the first foundation that needs to be built is the creed, or the promise and loyalty
to the truth.?® A true prayer will open awareness to see things only by the lens of

truth. Awareness only of the truth will provide a strong impulse for yourself to

Yusuf Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 637.

% Ahsin W. Al-Hafidz, Fikih Kesehatan (Jakarta: Amzah, 2007), 115.
2’Samsul Hidayat, The Secret of Spiritul Body (n.p.: Erlangga, 2009), 49.
ZHidayat, The Secret of Spiritul Body, 57-58.

2931-Hafidz, Fikih Kesehatan, 55.
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make a fortress of defense from all temptations and potential evil, both from
inside and outside of yourself. By opening the channel to Allah through special
recitation and khushu’, someone will enter a condition that is resigned, dissolved
in calm and happiness.*

Through total submission to God in prayer, one will have a strong
sensitivity to know God more deeply. Deep knowledge of God will have an
impact on the unification of the divine attributes in humans and make a person
able to improve the quality of his humanity.3!

In the theory of Sufism, the love of Allah is the peak of human journey,
the peak purpose of all magam. After mahabbah, there is no other magam, except
the fruit of mahabbah, as shaug (longing), uns (intimacy), and pleasure. There is
no magam before mahabbah except introductory to it, such as repentance,
patience, and zuhud. The teacher of Sufi teaches that the obligation to fulfill the
will of God, not because of a sense of duty, but because of love, because is there
something greater than unconditional love that humans offer to their Lord.?
Purifying Allah from likeness and equality, can say that Allah has a love for
humans and that His love cannot be interpreted and likened in any way to His

creatures.® Allah’s love for humans was first (azali). Respect, which is the effect

%0Hidayat, The Secret of Spiritul Body, 57.
$1Hidayat, The Secret of Spiritul Body, 57.

$2Muhammad Said Ramadhan al-Buty, Al-Hubb Fil Qur’an wa Daurul Hubb fi Hayatil
Insan translated by Bakrun Syafi’i (Jakarta: Mizan Publika, 2013), vvi.

33al-Buty, Al-Hubb Fil Qur’an, 14.
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of Allah’s love for humans, is also eternal. Both are Allah’s decisions based on

His knowledge of events that will occur in the future.3
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“Those that turn (to God) in refetance; that serve Him, and prise Him, that
wander in devotionn to the Cause of God,: that bow down and prostrate
themselves in prayer; that enjion good and forbid evil; and observe the limit set
by God;-(These do rejoice). So proclaim the glad tidings to the Believers”® (Q.
al-Taubah [9]: 112)

Allah explained that the good news for those who repent and worship
also includes the experts of heaven, even though they do not jihad. Those who
repent of iniquity, sincere worshipers, those who praise when alone or not. People
who walk on earth to fight or seek knowledge, they walked in the city and barren
land to get lessons. The people who pray, preach invite humanity to the path of
truth and guidance and forbid them from damage and humiliation, and maintain
the laws of God. So Allah told the prophet to convey to these people this good
news that is a paradise of pleasure. The content of the news is not mentioned in

the verse to show that it is infinite. They get what the eyes never see, the ear never

hear it and it doesn't cross the human heart.3¢

34al-Buty, Al-Hubb Fil Qur’an, 15.
BAli, The Holy Qur’an, 242.

36al-Sabuni, Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 1, 482.
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The implementation of prayer consists of several movements, one of
which is prostration. As for prostration here is a symbol of submission or
obedience. This is reflected in the prostration movement which is putting a
forehead on the floor (ground). In prostration, the position of the prostrated
person's head is lowered as low as a foot tread, this shows that prostration is a

form of the servant's highest submission to his God.*’

b. The prostration to Allah means the oneness in worship

Prostration is a worship performed by beings to their Lord. Indeed, the
meaning of worship includes two things are worship (ta’abbud), means and ways
which are used as a form of worship (mutaabbad bihi). The worship (ta‘abbud) is
self humbling to Allah Almighty by doing all that He commanded and far away
from what He forbade with full of love and admiration for Him. While the means
and ways that are used as a form of worship (muta’abbad bihi) include all that is
loved by Allah and accepted by Him, both in the form of words or deeds, visible
and hidden, such as praying, dhikir, prayer, love (mahabbah), and so on. For
example, prayer; prayer is a form of worship, the act of praying is a form of
worship to Allah, we worship Allah with lowness, love and admiration for Him,
and we do not worship Him except with the shari ‘ah that has been preached.®®

Worship to Allah is built on two basic elements are:

1) Love of Allah Almighty.

$7Sagiran, Mukjizat Gerakan Shalat (Jakarta: Qultum Media, 2012), 55-57.

38Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abdullah al-Tuwaijiri, Ensiklopedi Islam Al-Kamil translated
by Ahmad Munir Badjeber, dkk (Jakarta: Darus Sunah, 2009), 70.



50

2) Humility in front of Allah Almighty.

These two bases are divided on two main foundations are:
1) Recognizing the existence of the gift of Allah, the virtue,
kindness, mercy and affection that gives rise to a sense of love
(mahabbah).
2) Be aware of self weaknesses, and deeds that encourage the
growth of inferiority self in front of Allah Almighty.
The closest way to bring a slave to meet his Lord is the needy attitude to
Allah’s grace. He does not see what is in him includes the circumstances, position,
and cause depending on himself, nor with the means given to him. However, he
acknowledged his dependence on Allah absolutely. If do not behave in this way,
he will lose and hurt.®
A slave should believe with all his heart that Allah is God and the owner
of all things. He is the only Creator and Regulator of the universe. He is the most
entitled to be worshiped and there is no ally for Him.

As His word in Q. al-Najm [53]: 62
° % g e A2 > <7
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“But fall ye down in prostration to God"*

The verse is a command to prostrate to those who have created us all, so

must worship Him. Do not worship Latta, Uzza, Manah and Shi’ra, because Allah

3al-Tuwaijiri, Ensiklopedi Islam Al-Kamil, 71.

OAli, The Holy Qur’an, 657.
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is the One, Single and One who is the foundation. Unworthy creatures prostrating
and worshiping, except to Him.*! This verse command human to submit and
worship Allah sincerely, because Allah revealed the Qur’an to human beings
through His messenger, his duty to guide and bring the happiness news. Human
beings should receive the Qur’an by leaving worship to idols that does not bring

benefits.*? Allah said in Q. Furgan [25]: 60
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“When it issaid to them, “Adore ye (God) Most Gracious!”, they say, “and what
is (God) most Gracious? Shall we adore that which thou commandest us?”” And it
increases their flight (from the Truth).*®

A conscious self is a free self from adhering (land) and flows in a sea of
grace. The attraction and being bound to things as human nature must be
overcome by freeing themselves from all that. The trick is to realize the reality
that appears, the material or enjoyment that exists will never last. All are the
mirages that can appear and disappear simultaneously with every desire that is

whipped up.**

He is the only one God, One in His substance, deeds, and attributes.

Oneness of His substance means he is not composed of something because, if so,

413]-Sabuni , Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 3, 1243.
42 Kementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Tafsirnya vol. 9, 559.
BAli, The Holy Qur’an, 438-439.

“Hidayat, The Secret of Spiritul Body, 53.
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surely something already exists (wujud) before Him and surely He also needs it to
describe the existence of God who has needs or is preceded by something.
Oneness of His attribute means that no one equals the attribute in His substance
and capacity. Whereas the oneness of His actions is that all these forms are the
results of His creation.*

At the level of the Substance there is the absolute oneness, but at the
level of the Name and Attribute there is diversity even though it does not destroy
the divine oneness at all; because every Name and Attribute is a confirmation for
Substance. The entire universe is created by crosswise sharing the provisions of
the Name and Attribute of Allah. The names of Allah are not only words in the
usual sense, but reality, each of which reflects an aspect of the Divine Reality.*®

Allah said in Q. al-Fussilat [41]: 37
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“Among His signs are the night and the day,and the sun and the moon. Prostrate

not to the sun and the moon, but prostrate to Allah, Who created them, if it is Him

ye wish to serve” ¥

The verse above explains that the evidence that shows the power of Allah

is the alternation of night and day and the submission of the sun and the moon for

45Shihab, Secercah Cahaya llahi; Hidup Bersama al-Qur’an (Bandung: PT Mizan Setia,
2013), 469.

46Hossein Nasr, The Garden of Truth: The Vision and Promise of Sufism, Islam’s Mystical
Tradition translated by Yuliani Liputo (Bandung: Mizan Pustaka, 2010), 54-55.

4 Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 591.
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the benefit and goodness of human, so do not bow down to the creature and bow
down to the Creator who created all that without examples. If you acknowledge
the oneness of Allah in worship, do not bow down to anyone except to Allah.*®
Men were creates so that they should perform the acts of worship commanded.
Performing the commands is done to obtain yagin (positive faith), which is the
truth of iman the meaning of the final verse of Hijr Surah may be: “Worship your
Allah so that you may obtain yagin.” The word “hattd” may come to mean, ‘to
cause’ as well as ‘untill, so far’. In a way the Tman which is obtained before

I3

worshipping is not Tman itself but its appearance. The verse states: “...so that you
may obtain yaqin,” which means, “...so that you obtain imdn itself.” It is declared
in the one hundred and thirty-sixth verse of Nisa Surah: “O, thou who have imdn!

Have imdn!” it is meaning is “O, those who have obtained the apparance of

iman! Attain Tman itself by worshipping!™4°

c. The prostration to human means respect
This is a dream that had been experienced by Prophet Joseph when he was
a child, so the truth happened as in his dream he told his father the Prophet

Ya’kub in Q. Ydsuf [12]: 4
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48 al-Sabuni, Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 3, 1106.

“lsik, Se’ddet-i Ebediyye (Endless Bliss) vol. 2 (Turkey: Hakikat Kitabevi, 2016), 164.
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“Behold! Joseph said to his father: “O my father! I did see eleven stars and the
sun and the moon: | saw them prostrate themselves to me!”>

This is the beginning of an important story, remember when Joseph said to
his father, the Prophet Ya’kub that dreaming in his sleep, a miraculous dream was
that he saw eleven stars among the stars of the sky that knelt and prostated to him.

And in his dream he also saw the sun and moon prostrating to him with the stars.

In the Al-Qur'an verse there are those explain the word prostration is also

used in expressing prostration to human as the word of Allah in Q. Y@suf [4]: 100
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“And he raised his parents high on the throne (of dignity), and they fell down in
prostration, (all) before him. He said “O my father ! this is the fulfiment of my
vision of old ! He was indeed good to me when He took me out brought you (all
here) our of the desert, (even) after Satan had sown enmity between me and my
brothers. Verily, my Lord understendeth best the mysteries of all that He planneth
to do, for verily He is full of knowlwdge and wisdom "

Prostration referred not worship prostrations, even though some
interpreters argue that the letter ha' on word lahu is returned to Allah Almighty.

that is, they all prostrate because they thank Allah Almighty not prostrating to

S0Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 279

S1Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 290.
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Joseph. Some interpreters, such as al-Zajjaj and al-Kalbi, argued that the way of

glorification at that time was to bow down, as did nations other than Arabic.%?

Ibn Abbas said that the dream of the prophets was revelation. The
interpreters said that the eleven stars are brothers, while the sun and the moon are
father and mother. At that time Prophet YUsuf was one year old, between this
dream and the gathering of Prophet Joseph with his father and brothers in Egypt is
forty years.> So, the meaning of prostration in the verse above means respect, not

worship. Because Bani Ya’kub is not prostrate to other than Allah Almighty.

The prostration meaning in this verses similar with hadith Prophet

Muhammad:
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"If I may send a sujud to someone, then I will command a woman to prostrate to
her husband."

Sujud is a form of submission so that the aforementioned hadith implies that
the husband has the greatest right to the obedience of the wife to him. Whereas the
word: "If I may ...," indicates that prostration to humans should not be (prohibited)

and the law is haraam.>*

S2al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an, 129.
53al-Sabuni, Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 2, 543.

%4See Ibnu Kathir, al-Qur’an al-Azim, 108.
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d. The prostratation to Allah’s creatures

The word of prostration in Q. al-Naml [27]: 24-25 is about Ratu Bulgis

and her people who worshiping the sun. Allah said in Q. al-Naml [27]: 24-25
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"l found her and her people worshiping the sun, besides God; Satan has made
their deeds seem pleasing in their eyes,and has kept them away from the Path,-so
they receive no guidance,-(Kept them away from the Path), that they should not

worship god,who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the earth,and
] 2955

knows what ye hide and what ye reveal.

This verse tells the story of Prophet Sulaiman and Queen Bulgis, which
bird Hud-Hud conveyed to Prophet Sulaiman that Queen Bulgis was rich and had
a magnificent palace but unfortunately she and her people did not worship Allah
over worshiping the sun.>® The ancient religions of the people of Saba’ (the
Himyar or Sabaeans) consisted in the worship of the heavenly bodies, the sun, the
planets, and the stars.>” And devil has made them look beautiful at the deeds they
have done, and the satan deters them from the path (Allah), so that they cannot be

guided.®® The prostration word used in this verse in the context of worship means

worshiping God. He and his people worshiped the sun which they believed to be

SSAli, The Holy Qur’an, 456-457
%60emar Bakry, Tafsir Rahmat (Jakarta: PT. Mutiara, 1982), 739.
STAli, The Holy Qur’an, 456-457.

58al-Sabuni , Safwat al-Tafasir vol. 2, 853.
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God who had might and power. However, the the true worship only to Allah
Almighty as Allah said Q. al-Fussilat [41]: 37 “Among His signs are the night and
the day,and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun and the moon, but

prostrate to Allah, Who created them, if it is Him ye wish to serve”.
Allah explained in Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 21-22

=
2. S P [ E P T g 8 - P g
ZN /, nfao - - X /. -:d/a o | "\J 2 CPA 222 2 :‘ /@‘ g
(D) 0585 (S WS e il 2SSl Al WSO el LUl G

[

P E:/-/ _/{,,/ //E///-/ /-,4;/ '///'/ 525‘4}}/ P VB
cd CJ,>-L9/;L4 gLs.w.” 2 dj‘) A ;LM«J‘) L&'fgup)\” (,KJ J» LS:'\“
P
o E///Eﬁg/‘/,: /./,}f/:e e
EEPWEFEA S RUP RN ESSIERcii
“O ye people ! Adore your Guardian-Lord, Who created you and those who came
before you, that ye may have the chance to learn righteousness; Who has made
the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the
heavens; and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance; then set not up
rivals unto God when ye know (the truth) ™>°
2. Angels prostration

a. The prostration to Allah

There are two kinds of prostrations to Allah; the prostration of intelligent
beings to worship in ways determined by Islamic law; and prostration of other
creatures by following submission to the determination of His will,%® as angels
prostate to Allah. Angels that have the character will not commit immorality
against the commands of Allah, obedience is the character of the angel, Allah said

in Q. al-A’raf [7]: 206

SSAli, The Holy Qur’an, 25.

8Ahmad Mustafa al-Maraghi, Tafsir al-Maragi translated by. M. Thalib vol. 1 (Bandung:
CV Rosda, 1987), 80.
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“Those who are near to thy Lord, disdain not to do Him worship: they celebrate
His praises, and bow down before Him.

Angels are creatures of Allah Almighty whose existence and partly of his
duties have been conveyed by Him. Muslims are obliged to believe it and the
knowledge of the essence of angels is fully surrendered to Allah even if it is said
that angels are winged, they must believe, but it must be understood that the wings
of angels are not like the wings of birds which are usually, as well as information
about the duty of angels to carry out certain tasks related to physical dimensions
such as plants or oceans, we need to remember again that in this world there are

other realms that are closely related to the system and the law of nature itself.5?

The Qur'an said that angels are diverse and each has its own duties and
work (li kulli sinfin wazifah wa amal). Angels as natural potential or natural
power (al-quwwa al-fabi’iyyah) in which angels are burdened with certain tasks
such as growing plants, forming animals, nurturing humans, etc. This implies the
existence of a special understanding of angels. This means that plant growth is
actually not possible without a special spirit being blown into the seed, in shara’

terminology, that spirit is called Malak.%®

81Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 211.

®2Rif’at Syauqi Nawawi, Rasionalitas Tafsir Muhammad Abduh: Kajian Masalah Akidah
dan Ibadat (Jakarta: Paramadina,2002), 132.

63Nawawi, Rasionalitas Tafsir Muhammad Abduh, 134-135.
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The signal when Allah creates and regulates the earth according to His will
is to give spiritual strength as its occupants and make every part of that power to
use all the potential and subdue it to prosper the earth. It is this attitude of
submission that is guaranteed to prostrate which means to submit, and with this

unlimited power, then Allah makes the caliph on earth.%
b. The prostration to Adam

Allah Almighty said in Q. Sad [38]:72-75
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“When | have fashioned him (in due proportion)and breathed into him of My
spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him. So the angels prostrated them selves,all
of them together: Not so iblis: he was haughty, and became one of those who
reject Faith. (God) said: O iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating thyself to
one whom I have createdwith My hands? Art thou haughty? Or art thou one of the
high (and might) ones? "®

84al-Maraghi, Tafsir al-Maragh, 82.

8SAli, The Holy Qur’an, 560.



60

“(God) said: * What prevented thee from bowing down when I commmanded
thee?” He said: “I am better than he: thou didst create me from fire, and him
from clay”.%8(Q. al-A’raf [7]: 12)
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“Behold! We said to the angels, “Bow down to Adam”: they bowed down except
iblis. He was one of the Jinns, and he broke the Commands of His Lord Will ye
then take him and his progeny as protectors rather than Me? And they are
enemies to you! Evil would be the exchange for the wrong-doers!.”®’ (Q. al-Kahfi
[18]: 50)
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“And behold, We said to the angels: “bow down to Adam” and they bowed down.
Not so iblis:he refused and was haughty: he was of those who reject Faith %
(Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 34)

After blowing His spirit in Adam, God ordered the angels to bow down to
him. This command was addressed to all angels, including Jibril, Mikail, and
Israfil. They all prostrated except the devil. Prostration of the angels is not in the
sense of prostration of worship, but prostration of respect for the power of God
who created a human being from the land by having intelligence. With that reason

human surpasses angels.

8 Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 183.
S7Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 357.

B8Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 21.
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Although some scholars and interpreters argued that prostration of angels
to Adam was proof of the priority of Allah Almighty to the prophets. But the
focus of attention is on the prostration word which means respect, not worship,

namely respect for Adam as the first prophet and apostle.®®

Based on the verses above, it can be concluded that the meaning of
prostration to Adam which Allah commanded the angels is not prostration as
worship to Adam, but prostration in respect. Prostration here means respecting
and glorifying Adam, not being prostrate for worshiping, because prostration for
worshiping is only to Allah. But the devil with all his arrogance and conceit does
not want to prostrate to Adam means that he has disobeyed the commandments
and is disobedient or obedient to what Allah has commanded the arena of the
devil to feel himself more powerful and stronger than human (Adam) who was
created only from the ground while he was created from fire. Because of pride and
arrogance and disobeying Allah’s commands, Allah also casts demons out of
heaven. Therefore, do not boast and feel the greatest because it is a despicable

character and the character of the devil, because the most perfect is only Allah.

In these verses it is mentioned about angels. In Arabic the word malakah is
the plural form of malak. There are those who argue that the Malak word is taken
from the word alaka or ma'lakah which means to send or mission/treatise. Angels

are God's messengers for various tasks. There are also those who argue that the

89al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an, 128.
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malak word is taken from the word la'aka which means to convey something.

Malak / angels are beings who convey something from Allah.

The interpreters argue that in terms of understanding in the language of
religion are spirits created by Allah from light shaped in various forms, obedient
to obeying the rules of Allah, and not in the slightest rebellion. Angels are
supernatural beings whose nature cannot be known, but their form must be

trusted.”

In the Qur'an there are no near or far signals about the essence of angels,
but we must believe in angels. First, believing in angelic forms, namely that they
have existence, they are creatures created by Allah, they are not virtual, not
illusory, and not something that is united in human beings. Second, believing that
they are obedient servants of God, who are given certain tasks by Him, such as
dividing sustenance, carrying a Divine throne, recording human deeds, becoming
messengers of God to humans, and others. How they do that is not part of what

must be known or trusted.’

Angels realize that this commandment must not be suspended because it is
a sign of obedience and surrender to Him. So, they immediately prostrate without
delaying or thinking, if the government directly adheres to God Yag is
Knowledgeable and Wise, but from who can be wrong, but the devil who put

himself in the group of angels is automatically included in the order, reluctant and

0Shihab, Tafsir Al-Mishbah, vol. 1, 173-174.

"IShihab, Tafsir Al-Mishbah, vol. 1, 175.
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refusing to bow down , not because he did not want to bow down to other than
Allah, but because he was arrogant, namely ignoring the rights of others, in this
case Adam as, and looking down on him while assuming he was higher.

He was reluctant to prostrate, even though the prostration was prostration
of honor not prostration of worship, or even impossible to prostrate the
commanded by Allah in the sense of prostration to Allah by making the position
of adam as at that time as the direction of prostration, as the Ka'bah in Mecca is
the direction of the Muslims prostrating to Him.?

That said, the devil was originally named Azazil in the art of the angels,
because he was very devout in worship, and therefore when Allah ordered the
angel to bow down to Adam, this command was also directed to him, but because
he was reluctant, he got wrath from Allah Almighty.”

Iblis refused prostration not for the reason that prostration to Adam is
shirk. But his reluctance stemmed from arrogance which made him think he was
better than Adam. "1 am more abysmal than you, You created me from fire while
He created You from the ground.” Thus the answer when asked why he did not
bow down. "Is it natural for me to bow down to what You created from the
ground?" (Q. al-Isra [17]: 61). As a result in the logic of the devil, it is not natural
for a better being to prostrate to a creature that has a lower element of occurrence.

The word istakbara is taken from the word kabura with the addition of two

letters are sin and ta. These two letters serve to illustrate how steady and firm you

2Shihab, Tafsir Al-Misbah vol 1, 184.

73Shihab, Tafsir Al-Misbah vol. 1, 185.
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are. thus the word istakbara shows extraordinary pride. Arabic, when intending to
describe arrogance, always uses the addition of letters like the word above. The
word takabbur also contains two additional letters are ta at the beginning and the
middle part which is then combined with the original ba letter so that it becomes
taabbar or takabbur. This implies that arrogance is a person's attempt to
exaggerate himself from another party, the advantages made again are never
reasonable to bear. From here "arrogance” is different from "pride” or "self-pride™
because those who pride themselves do not necessarily consider themselves more
than others, maybe even then he still recognizes the superiority of other parties or
with him.™

Prostration of the angels to Adam as a respect and statement to submit to
him, not to worship. Commandments of Allah to them to prostrate to Adam shows
Adam'’s superiority from them, so that he is truly more entitled to be a caliph on
earth.

Iblis and Satan always whisper to humans things that are not right to tempt
and lead them astray from the right path. Even Adam and Hawa as the first
humans were tempted to violate the prohibition of Allah. Satan is not an angel, but
a creature from a genie. The devil was originally in angelic circles, associating
with them and having their characteristics as well, even though the origin of the
event was different from the origin of the angelic event. The proof is the word of
God Almighty at the end of the verse Q. al-Bagarah [2]: 34 which explains that

when Allah commanded the angels to bow down to Adam, they were all obedient

74Shihab, Tafsir Al-Mishah vol. 1, 186.
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except the devil. So, the light is that the devil is not from the angels, because
angels are always obedient and obedient to God and never disobey. The literal
meaning of “devil” is despair, disobedience, silence, or regret.”

3. The earthly and heavenly bodies prostration

It is alleged that Allah Almighty about the prostration of stars and plants is
often misunderstood by some Western orientalists. They tried to translate the
Qur'an into a foreign language; like France or England, for example translating
the word prostration in the verse in a literal sense, namely putting the forehead to
the ground as in prayer.’® In the English text, the word prostate is used, which
means prostrating by placing the forehead on the ground. The other text is used as

the word adore, which means worship.”’

Both words cause question words. Because, how do stars and trees
prostrate or how to worship? In fact Arabic does not have equivalents in other
languages. the Qur’an with its amazing language miracles, deliberately uses

pronunciations that have deep meaning.
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SKementerian Agama RI, al-Qur’an dan Tafsirnya vol. 1, 82.
6al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an vol. 2, 127.

""al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an vol. 2, 127.
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“Do they not look at god’s creation, (even) among (inanimate things,-How their
(very) shadows turn round, from the right and the left, prostrating themselves to
God, and and that in the humblest manner?. And to God doth obeisance all that is
in the heavens and on earth, whether morning (living) creatures or the angels: for
none are arrogant (before their Lord). ”’® (Q.al-Nahl [16]: 48-49)
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“Whatever beings there are in the heavens and the earth do prostrate themselves

to God (acknowledging subjection),-with goodwill orin spite of themselves: so do
their shadows in the morning and evenings”"® (Q. al-Ra’d [13]: 15)
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“And the herbs and the trees-both (alike) bow in adoration.”® (Q. al-Rahméan
[55]: 6)

The meaning of prostration in Q. al-Ra’d [13]: 15 is not different from the
6" wverse of surah ar-Rahméan. Because al-Juaba’i said the prostration is
submissive and obedient. So, the heavenly bodies and earth are submissive and
obedient to Allah’s willing. The prostration of the shadow is his freedom of
movement and his obedience to follow the long and the short. The believers, as
interpreters are obedient to Allah Almighty with their own will and love. Those
who are polytheists and infidels obey Allah because of coercion or the threat of

the sword.8!

8Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 322.
SAli, The Holy Qur’an, 295.
8Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 663

81al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an, 129
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“Seest thou not that to God bow down in worship allthings that are in the heavens
and on earth ,-the sun, the moon, the stars; the hills, the trees, the animals; and a
great number among mankind? But a great number are (also) such as are fit for
punishment; and such as God shall disgrace,-None can raise to honour: for God
carries out all that He wills ®2 (Q. al-Hajj [22]: 18)

The word prostration is used in several verses of the Qur’an did not mean
as worshiping Allah by putting the forehead to the ground during prayer.

Prostration in the form of worship is only offered to Allah Almighty.®

Attitude that disbelievers have assumed towards Islam vary. However,
they many be summed up in two major groups. Those in the first group mind their
own worldly bussines and perform their acts of worship and do not attack
Muslims. Realizing their inferiority against Islam’s stregth and greatness, they
havea ccepted to pay the jizya, thus accepting asylum in Islam’s domanation and

justice. These disbelivers are called Alh-i dhimmat or dhimm{. 8

As for the second group of disvelivers; they can not stand the brightness of
thelslamic sun. They try to dimolish the Islamic relagion with all their forces and

negative propaganda through media. These poor people do not realize that to

82Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 402.
8al-Mahami, Ensiklopedi Al-Qur’an, 128.

84Tsik, Endless Bliss vol. 1, 64.
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eradicate Islam fromthe world means to deprive people of happiness, comport,

safety, and to expose themselves and all humanity to disasters and troubles.®
C. Mosque as Place of Prostration or Worship

The word mosque is ism makan it means a place to prostrate. The mosque
also shows the place used for all kinds of worship. As the companions saw the
Prophet Muhammad made the mosque a place for worshiping and as a place for
purification.® That means the buildings that are generally used for prostration,
prayer, and service to Allah are called mosques. The word mosque referred to in

the word masajidallah is all mosques because the word is in the plural.

In its root, the mosque not only functions as a place to lay the forehead,
which is prostration in prayer, but the mosque is a place to do activities or places
that encourage the birth of activities that produce obedience. At the time of the
Prophet, the Nabawi mosque in Medina had the following functions: prayer and
dhikir; education; social services; economic services, social and cultural
consultation and communication; military training; health center; adjudication and
dispute resolution; lighting center; prisoner; shelter. But some of these functions
have been taken by other institutions due to changes and developments in the
community. However at least the mosque can encourage people to bow down to

Allah.

8Isik, Endless Bliss vol. 1, 65.

86See 1bn Manzdr, Lisan al-‘Arab vol. 3
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The mosque belongs to Allah, so the sanctity must be maintained.
Something that is considered to reduce the sanctity of the mosque or that can
impress it should not be done in the mosque. As in Q. al-A’raf [7]: 31, explaining
one of the ways to maintain the sanctity of the mosque is to recommend using

good and clean ornaments and clothing when entering the mosque.
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“O children of Adam! Wear your beaufiful apparel at every time and place of
prayer: eat and drink: but waste not by excess, for God loveth not the wasters "’
(Q. al-A’raf [7]: 31)
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“O ye who believe! Truly the Pagans are unclean, so let them not, after this yer of
theirs, approach the Sacred Mosque. And if ye fear poverty, soon will God enrich

you, if He wills, out of His bounty, for God is All-knowing, All-wise” (Q. al-
Taubah [9]: 28)

Haram is a region that has honor and must also be respected. The word
haram here is not confronted with halal words, nor is it understood by the
meaning of illegitimacy in terms of law reviews, even though words containing

law meanings are taken from the same root words.® The haram also means the

87Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 186

8Shihab, Tafsir Al-Mishbah (Jakarta: Lentera Hati, 2000), 568.
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Kaabah; the entire masjidil haram; the city of Mecca; all land or holy area,

including the city of Mecca and the holy places around it.%

The Kaabah has been made the prayer derection for all Muslims in this
world since the day of prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H and will continue to be the
only direction used by the Muslims until the end of the world. The world is
derived from the Arabic language. It means an esteemed place on a higher plane
with its accompanying prominence. Another meaning of the Kaabah is “the cube”

apparently taken from the shape of the structure.

The Kaabah is also known as al-bait (the house), baitullah (the house of
Allah Almaighty, Baitul Atig (the old house), and Baitul haram (the revered
house). All these names reflect the prominece, maturity and standing of the cubic-
shaped structure among teh Muslims. The magnitude of the brickwork-based
structure is also reflected in its central position within the most important
mosque for the Muslims —the Masjidil Haram. The Kaabah and Masjidil Haram
had co-existed in the Holy City of Mecca for a long time, spanning through
multitudes of generations, withnessing countlessing countless numbers of

historical changes and swings, moving together with the evoolution of mankind.*

The first mosque was built in Islam on the basis of piety is the Mosque At-
Tagwa in Quba’. Quba is a city near Medina al-Munawwarah. Before the war

Tabuk (9 H), there were some hypocrites (totaling 12 persons) who built the

8%al-Sabuni, Bayan Tafsir Ayatil Ahkam vol.1, 236.

%The Tim of Universiti Sains Malaysia, One Kaabah, Two Mosques and the Quest for
Sustainability (Malaysia: Universiti Sains Malaysia, n.d), 1.
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Dhirar Mosque (the mosque of the hypocrites). Then they asked the Prophet to
pray in,”* The Prophet answered: “In fact I am traveling and in a busy state. When

we arrive, we will come to you and do the prayer in that mosque”

Upon back from the war of Tabuk, Allah said:
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“And there are those who put up a mosque by way of mischief and infidelity-to
disunite the Believers- and in preparation for one who warred against God and
His Messenger aforetime. They will indedeed swear that their intention is nothing
but good; but god doth declare that they are certainly liars. Never stand thou
forth therein. There is a Mosque whose foundation was laid from the first day on
piety; it is more worthy of the standing forth (for prayer) therein. In it are men
who love to be purified; and God loveth those who make themselves pure. Which
then is best?-he that layeth his foundation on an undermined sand-cliff ready to
crumble to pieces? And it doth crumble to pieces with him, into the fire of Hell.
And God guideth not people that do wrong. The foundation of those who so build

91Syauqy Abu Khalil, Atlas al-al-Qur’an; Mengungkap Misteri Kebesaran al-Qur’an
translated by M. Abdul Ghoffar (Jakarta: Almahira, 2006), 222-224.
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is never free from suspicion and shakiness in their hearts,untill their hearts are
cut to pieces. And God is All-Knowing, Wise.”% (Q. al-Taubah [9]: 107-110)

92Ali, The Holy Qur’an, 240-241.



