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CHAPTER I 

INDTRODUCTION 

A. Research Background 

The Quran is the first and foremost guidance book (hudan) that is 

specifically presented to humans.
1
 The Qur'an contains various guidelines that 

provide guidance in every line of life. Starting from the procedures of worship 

that are vertical / hablu min Allāh (relationship between humans and God), or 

also the procedures for worship that are horizontal / hablu min al-nās 

(relationship between humans and humans). And one of the guidelines is 

related to the issue of jihad. 

Jihād is a term that is "debatable" and "interpretable". Erroneous 

understanding of the notion of jihad still often occurs in various circles, from 

Western observers (orientalists) or Muslims themselves. Islam in the 

perspective of the Western world, is said to be a religion that likes violence. 

Labeling has already been affixed to Islam as a whole regardless of the 

background of the event. 

The tendency to view Islam partially still occurs today. Especially after the 

2001 World Trade Center bombing.
2
 After this tragedy, the word 

"Islamophobia" which had begun to be known in the western world around the 
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end of the 1980s was increasingly popular in the United States. The tragedy 

which until now is still controversial raises one of the radical Islamic groups 

who are considered the mastermind of the tragedy of the World Trade Center 

bombing. 

In Indonesia, a country with a majority of its population is Muslim without 

realizing it is also affected by the existence of "Islamophobia". After the 

bombing tragedy in several places such as the Bali bombings 1, Bali bombings 

2, Christmas night bombs, and finally the Sarinah bomb, which almost all of 

the bombings were allegedly masterminded by Islamic groups caused the 

emergence of seeds of "Islamophobia" in Indonesia.
3
 

Due to the acts of terror and bombings allegedly carried out by Muslims in 

the name of jihad, there was a misunderstanding of the meaning of jihād itself, 

even some Orientalists developed the opinion that Islam was spread by the 

“sword”. While others identified jihad with war to force people to embrace 

Islam.
4
 

This understanding leads us to an indication that jihad is carried out by 

fanatics and on an irrational basis. So that comes to our mind that mujahids 

(people who fight) are a group of people who impose Islam on others. Such 
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thinking is clearly wrong, because it contradicts one of the teachings of Islam 

found in Surah Al-Baqarah verse 256. 

 #«ėí) íę çîd$!# ( § Ç 6Ç? þ§ēÇ³«# î ãbĔė# 3 ė ĕ«ÿěĔ îNăđÈú$í/ îĖĂ  

!$í/ î§ė ¿ēGĒ·# ìĒĂĆė$í/ ėOāė#  $ßîě # $ 2 !# ċĊîº číĄ 

 “Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from 

Error: whoever rejects Evil and believes in God hath grasped the most 

trustworhty handhold, that never breaks. And God heareth and knoweth all 

things”.
5
 

Besides that, putting the image of jihad in the form of war, invasion, and 

coercion of non-Muslims to embrace Islam through physical confrontation or 

military power means minimizing the meaning of jihad in Islam, while 

ignoring the principle of peace in Islam. Though Islam is a religion that has 

been guaranteed by Allah as the bearer of mercy for the entire universe. 

In Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia jihad is given a rather broad meaning 

and contains several meanings. First, jihad can be interpreted as effort with all 

efforts to achieve goodness. Secondly, the real effort to defend Islam at the 

expense of property, soul and body, the three holy wars against infidels to 

defend Islam. When jihad is juxtaposed with the word akbar so that it 

becomes a grand jihad which literally means a great war, it means the war 
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against evil passions. When the word jihad is juxtaposed with the word 

asghar, then the meaning of small jihad is the meaning of fighting the enemy.
6
 

Quran proclaimed jihad in the sense of the struggle of the mission of 

Prophet Muhammad SAW since the early period of Islam in Mecca. While the 

Prophet Muhammad introduced jihad in a broader sense covering the Islamic 

agreement. Medina Charter made after the Prophet Hijrah to the city of 

Medina, which governs the social and political life of Muslims and non-

Muslims who accept the Prophet as leader.
7
 

Muhammad Chirzin qoutes Hasan Al-Banna's words, which mention jihad 

as an ongoing Muslim obligation until the end of life, the lowest level in the 

form of rejection of the heart over evil or and the highest in the form of war on 

the path of Allah. Among them is the struggle with oral, pen, hand in the form 

of a statement about the truth in the presence of an unjust ruler.
8
 

Jihād is really only intended to realize great benefit and reject great 

damage. Jihad is not just meant to realize this and that, because orders or 

recommendations to implement it depend on the realization of that goal. If in 

jihad there is no benefit, then it will only produce great damage.
9
 

                                                             
6
 Language Center Dictionary Compilation Team, Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia Pusat 

Bahasa, edition III (Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 2005), 473.  
7
 Azyumardi Azra, Pergolakan Politik Islam: Dari Fundamentalisme, Modernisme, 

Hingga Postmodernisme (Jakarta: Paramadina, 1996), 133.  
8
 Muhammad Chirzin, Jihad dalam Al-Qur’an; Telaah Normatif, Historis, dan Prospektif 

(Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 1997), 12.   
9
 Hisyam Mustafa Abdul aziz, Dosa Apa yang Membuat mereka dibunuh (East Jakarta: 

Perpustakaan Nasional, 2009), 73. 



5 
 

 

But the problem here, there are some Muslims today jihād in Allah's way 

is misunderstood and without knowing the concept of jihad in true Islam, so 

they choose to jihad following reason, lust, and not having knowledge. Some 

Muslims have a narrow understanding of jihad, they only know jihad which 

means war, without studying more deeply from the historical side of the 

Qur'an's decline that jihad means preaching with the Qur'an. This narrow 

understanding raises radicalists who commit violence in the name of Islam.
10

 

The meaning of jihad is actually very broad like "Meiji Restoration" in 

Japan.
11

 It is ironic if jihad is only interpreted as a form of war and which is 

oriented towards violence. Basically war in Arabic is al-qitāl, ghazwah, al-

ribāt, and sariyah is not merely the word jihad.
12

 War, only considered to 

include aspects of the time of an implementation adjusted to a series of 

formalities as part of a particular legal system, or war intended for reasons that 

can be justified according to religious rules or customs of a particular 

society.
13

 

Violence in any way has never been taught in Islam, even Islam strongly 

condemns an act of violence. If you re-examine the meaning of Islam is peace 

or kindness. So, there is something wrong with someone's understanding that 
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Islam is a religion that teaches violence.
14

 Jihad with the media of violence is 

also very contrary to the intent and purpose of the coming of Islam on this 

earth. The intent and purpose of Islam is as the religion of the bearers of the 

grace of all nature (Islam rahmatan lil ‘ālamīn). 

To understand the meaning of jihad in the Quran, interpretation is needed, 

jihad must be interpreted by looking at the situation and conditions of the 

times. This is because the interpretation of jihad is expected to be able to 

answer the social problems that occurred at that time. Therefore, studies and 

interpretation methods are needed to interpret the word jihad correctly. 

Quranic studies actually always develops dynamically along with 

accelerating the development of socio-cultural conditions and human 

civilization. This is evidenced by the emergence of interpretive works, ranging 

from classical to contemporary, with various styles, methods and approaches 

used.
15

 

In the classical era, interpretation was emphasized more on exegetical 

practices that tended to be linear-atomistic and made the scriptures as subjects. 

Unlike the case with the contemporary interpretation paradigm that tends to be 

hermeneutical and emphasizes more on the epistemological-methodological 
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aspects. Hopefully a study like this can produce a productive reading of the 

Quran.
16

 

There are many hermeneutic figures who play a role in the era of 

contemporary interpretation, one of which is Fazlur Rahman, he is a Muslim 

intellectual, who offers a new methodology for understanding the Quran. With 

this methodology, the Quran which is rational, systematic and comprehensive 

can be the Quran which is ṣahīh li kulli az-zamān wa al-makān. The 

methodology can be said as an effort to make the Qur'an able to answer 

current problems and be able to accommodate changes and developments in 

the times.
17

 

The method offered by Fazlur Rahman is double movement hermeneutics 

(multiple motion interpretation). This method provides a systematic and 

contextualist understanding, so as to produce a non-atomistic, literalistic and 

textual interpretation, but interpretation that is able to answer current 

problems. The meaning of double motion is starting from the current situation 

to the time of the Qur'an and returning to the present.
18

 

To understand the meaning of jihad in the verse of the Qur'an certainly 

cannot be separated from the situation and conditions at the time the verse was 

revealed, and the double movement methodology offered by Fazlur Rahman 

was very concerned about the socio-historical situation when the Qur'an was 
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revealed. Therefore, according to the author's observation, the methodology 

offered by Fazlur Rahman is relevant to be implemented in understanding the 

meaning of jihad contained in the verse of the Qur'an. 

The many misinterpretations of the meaning of jihad in the Qur'an make 

the writer interested in conducting scientific research on the meaning of jihad 

(in term of war) by applying Fazlur Rahman's methodology to the verses of 

war in the Qur'an. In the hope that this research can correct the understanding 

of some Muslims who have misunderstood the meaning of jihad. The 

understanding of jihad which is only understood as limited to the war of 

taking up arms can make Muslims radical. 

In addition this study also aims to rectify the stereotypes of the West who 

have claimed that jihad is a form of teaching in Islam that has legalized 

violence in action. This claim has caused a bad image of Islam. This research 

is expected to be able to provide a little understanding of them so that they 

will not be mistaken in understanding the meaning of jihad. 

B. Problems Statement 

Based on the background of the problem above, the main issues to be 

examined are as follows: 

1. What is the Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology? 

2. What are the meanings of qitāl and its derivation in the Qur'an? 
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3. How is the contextual interpretation of the war verse based on Fazlur 

Rahman's Double Movement method? 

C. Purpose and Significance 

In this study there is a purpose and significance that the authors mean 

include: 

1. Purpose 

a) To find out the Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology. 

b) To find out the meaning of qitāl in the Qur'an. 

c) To contextualize the qitāl verses by using the Double 

Movement method. 

2. Significance 

a) Academically, this research is expected to contribute to the 

development of religious thought and add to the literature 

of interpretation studies. 

b) Theoretically, it can contribute ideas about the meaning of 

jihad through the Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology. 

c) Practically, it contributes knowledge to the public about the 

concept of jihad widely, so that there is no longer a 

misunderstanding of interpretations and a narrow 

understanding of the meaning of jihad. 
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d) Personally to develop intellectuality and science in order to 

fulfill the final assignment of Qur’anic Studies Department 

at UIN Antasari Banjarmasin. 

D. Operational Definition 

To provide a clarity about the title raised in this study, the author reaffirms 

the words used so that there is no confusion and multiple interpretations. The 

terms that need to be emphasized are : 

1. Implementation 

Implementation is the implementation of implemen.
19

 So the 

implementation referred to in this study is the application of Fazlur 

Rahman's methodology to the jihad verses. 

2. Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology 

Methodology is the science of methods; the right way or step (to 

analyze something), explanation and applying methods.
20

 So the Fazlur 

Rahman’s Methodology referred to here is the way or step of Fazlur 

Rahman in interpreting the verses of the Qur'an, known as the double 

movement hermeneutical theory. 

3. War Verses (qitāl) 
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As for what is meant by qitāl according to language, qitāl is the 

masdar form of the word qātala–yuqātilu, more precisely, is sulasi majid 

one letter chapter fi'āl from the word qatala which contains three 

meanings, namely, fighting against someone, ādāhu (hostile), and hāraba 

al-  adā' (fighting the enemy). In simpler words is War.
21

 So what is meant 

by the verse of war in this research is the verse of the Qur'an which deals 

with war. especially those relating to the term al-qitāl. 

E. Prior Research 

As far as the author searches, there are no works that are the same as the 

themes that the authors examine. But there are some works that the authors 

find related to the big themes that the authors adopted. In conducting a 

literature review of this study, the author divides it into two parts, the first 

relating to the discussion of the theme and the second relating to the character 

that the author examines. that is: 

1. Relating to the theme under study 

a) Thesis entitled “Konsep Jihad dalam Hukum Islam (Studi 

Komparasi Pemikiran Yusuf Qardhawi dan Taqiyyudin Al-

Nabhani)”  by Suwardi.
22

 This thesis compares the two 

understandings that become mainstream Muslims today. 

The first perspective was represented by the figure of Yusuf 
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Qardhawi who interpreted jihad as an effort to eradicate 

ignorance, poverty and diseases that surround Muslims. 

This effort is also not less important than taking up arms. 

While the second perspective was represented by the figure 

of Taqiyyudin Al-Nabhani who is known as a person who 

has a tendency towards radicalism, extremism, offensive, 

explosive and fundamentalist who assumes that jihad is an 

offensive war against the enemies of Islam, war to achieve 

victory and martyrdom and the separation of total relations 

Muslim and non-Muslim. 

b) Thesis entitled “Jihad dalam al-Qur’an (Studi Tafsir al-

Misbah karya M. Quraish Shihab)” by Thoriqul Aziz.
23

 

This thesis explains the meaning of jihad through the 

perspective of M. Quraish Shihab in Tafsir al-Misbah, and 

the relevance of his interpretation in Indonesia. In this study 

he argued that the meaning of jihad is devoting all abilities / 

bearing sacrifice and earnestness, and the relevance of the 

interpretation of jihad by M. Quraish Shihab in Indonesia 

according to him, directed at jihad in the social field, jihad 

in the field of education, and jihad in the economic field . 

c) The thesis entitled “Jihad Dalam Al-Qur’an (Studi atas 

Penafsiran Muhammad Sa’id Ramadan al-Buti tentang 
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Jihad)” by Muhammad Irsyad.
24

 In this study he found that 

al-Buti applied two methods in interpreting the Qur'an, 

namely the Tahlili method and the Maudu'i method, while 

the form of the interpretation was bi al-Ra'yi (ijtihad). The 

"general" style of interpretation uses many features and no 

one dominates. The concept of understanding al-Buti jihad 

is built on two basic rules; 1) Jihad with da'wah is the basis 

and main foundation of jihad afterwards. This jihad began 

since the Prophet. appointed as an Apostle and will 

continue until the Day of Judgment, 2) Jihad qitāl is only a 

branch of da'wah jihad, it is limited by circumstances and 

bound by certain conditions which must be fulfilled. 

Departing from the two concepts above, it can be 

understood the relevance of jihad al-Buti with socio-

religious discourse. According to al-Buti, the revolution is 

far from the word jihad, it is an act of violence that is far 

from the principles of Islam. Whereas the notion of the 

fundamentalist movement is a notion that is considered 

extreme, actions and acts of violence in the name of jihad 

do not at all reflect the principles of Islamic jihad. 
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d) Thesis entitled “Konsep Jihad Menurut Surah As Shaff” by 

Mohd Jainudin Hj Peran.
25

 In his research he argued, that 

the concept of jihad in Surah As Shaff that Allah SWT 

wanted to send His servant to respond to a commercial 

appeal given a reward that is jihad in the way of Allah by 

issuing wealth and body soul solely for the struggle of 

religion. 

e) Journal entitled “Memaknai Jihad Dalam Al-Qur'an Dan 

Tinjauan Historis Penggunaan Istilah Jihad Dalam Islam” 

by Abdul Fattah.
26

 This examines the identification of 

verses in which there are words of jihad and their 

derivatives then sorted according to the period of descent 

(Makkiyyah and Madaniyyah). This article concludes that 

the word jihad and its derivation in the Qur'an are 

mentioned 41 times and separate from 19 verses. And 

stated that the word jihad and its derivations had different 

meanings. 

2. Relating to the character under study 

a) Thesis entitled “Modernisasi Pendidikan Islam Perspektif 

Fazlur Rahman” by Farhani Hanifah.
27

 The results of this 
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study reveal that there are several ideas put forward by 

Fazlur Rahman for modernization of islamic education, one 

of which Fazlur Rahman argues that the purpose of Islamic 

education must be oriented to the life of the world and the 

hereafter as well as the Qur'an, the psychological burden of 

Muslims in facing the West must be immediately 

eliminated to eliminate the psychological burden. Fazlur 

Rahman recommends that a thorough and historically 

comprehensive Islamic study be carried out regarding the 

development of Islamic disciplines such as theology, law, 

ethics, hadith, social sciences, and philosophy, by holding 

on to The Qur'an as an appraiser, and the negative attitude 

of Muslims to science must also be changed. 

b) Thesis entitled “Etika al-Qur’an Fazlur Rahman : 

Tanggapan Terhadap Realitas Umat” by Umi Khusnul 

Khatimah.
28

 The results of this thesis study concluded that 

Fazlur Rahman had different ideas about ethics compared 

to the views of Muslims in general and other Muslim 

thinkers. Fazlur Rahman believes that the main principle of 

the Qur'an is moral, and that moral views are formed in 

three terms, namely faith, Islam and taqwa. Faith and Islam 

are inseparable terms, they are bound to each other and 
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influence the moral ideas of the Qur'an. Taqwa itself is the 

key to the moral view of the Qur'an because taqwa is a 

human benchmark in determining whether or not an action 

is true. 

c) Thesis entitled “Konsep Noemodernisme dan Implikasinya 

dalam Pendidikan Islam (Studi Paragdimatik Pemikiran 

Fazlur Rahman)” by Muchammad Iqbal.
29

 This thesis is a 

description of Fazlur Rahman's thought about neo-

modernism. Neomodernism offers a form of renewal in the 

body of Islam which still adheres to the traditions or basic 

teachings of the Islamic religion. The substance of 

neomodernism is to answer the challenges of western 

modernism and not to follow the culture of westernization. 

But Fazlur Rahman was also able to show Islamic identity. 

d) A thesis entitled “Eskatologi dalam Persfektif Fazlur 

Rahman (Telaah atas “Tema Pokok al-Qur’an”)” by 

Ahmad Azib.
30

 This thesis discusses the general description 

of eschalogy in the Qur'an and Fazlur Rahman's efforts in 

interpreting the theme. Fazlur Rahman's method was found 

in interpreting the verses of the Qur'an by collecting themes 

that are interrelated and relevant. With regard to its 
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eschatological ideas, Fazlur Rahman's interpretation is not 

as frightening as most interpreters. He argues that life and 

death are an arena of competition between humans, and the 

hereafter is the breaker of competition. In interpreting the 

verse of the Qur'an, Fazlur Rahman tends to use the Qur'an 

fully. Fazlur Rahman lacks faith in traditions related to 

eschatological themes because, according to him, every 

hadith appears with certain reasons and conditions. 

e) Thesis entitled “Pemikiran Fazlur Rahman tentang 

Masyarakat Islam Modern” by Dikdik Andrianto.
31

 This 

thesis explains the meaning of Islamic society, the elements 

that shape and characterize it in Fazlur Rahman's view and 

how to apply the strategy in the formation of an ideal 

Islamic society. 

f) Journal entitled “Metodologi Tafsir Al.Qur'an Kontemporer 

Dalam Pemikiran Fazlur Rahmanò by Ahmad Syukri.
32

 

This research discusses in depth the methodology of the 

contemporary Qur'anic interpretation in Fazlur Rahman's 

thought. In it explained in detail about the theory of double 

movement offered by Fazlur Rahman, the motives behind 
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the methodology, then the mechanism of its application, 

also included responses to the Methodology. 

The above studies have the same theme of discussion or figures as this 

research, but no one has discussed the interpretation of jihad verses with 

the application of Fazlur Rahman’s methodology, this is what 

distinguishes this research from previous research. 

F. Research Method 

1. Types and Methods of Research 

This type of research is library research (Library Research). In this 

study the authors collected data from the literature related to the research 

theme.
33

 Not only that, the author also collected some other data that still 

supports the research theme. The nature of this research is qualitative 

research. 

2. Data and Data Sources 

a) Data 

The data in this study are the verses of the Qur'an about 

jihad, especially those relating to the term al-qitāl in Qs: al-

Baqarah: 190, at-Taubah: 29, al-Hajj: 39, al-Hajj: 123. And the 

Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology. 

b) Data source 
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1) Primary Data Sources 

Primary data is data obtained from the first data 

source or original data that contains the information 

needed.
34

 The primary data source used in this study 

is the Qur'an, books by Fazlur Rahman such as 

Islam, Major Themes of the Qur’an and Islam and 

Modernity: Transformation of an Intellectual 

Tradition.. 

2) Secondary Data Sources 

Secondary data is needed supporting data, which 

is not obtained from the main source.
35

 Secondary 

data sources in this study the authors take from 

books that are directly related to the themes 

discussed, such as books about jihad and Fazlur 

Rahman’s hermeneutics, the author also uses 

sources that indirectly discuss the theme, but also 

helps explain this study, such as books, dictionaries, 

theses, articles, journals and so on. 

3. Data Collection Techniques 
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The technique of collecting data in this study is by reviewing a number 

of reading material relating to the Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology and 

verses of jihad, and taking understanding from the reading material, then 

applying the Fazlur Rahman’s Methodology to the verses of war, which 

are expected to find meaning relevant to the discussion. 

4. Data Analysis Techniques 

Data analysis technique is a process of arranging data sequences, 

organizing them into a pattern, category and basic unit. After that, it will 

continue with the interpretation of the data. In short, it can be said that the 

data analysis technique is a technique used to simplify the process of data 

into a form that is easier to read and interpret. What is meant by the 

interpretation of data here is to give a significant meaning to the analysis, 

explain the pattern of description, and look for relationships between the 

dimensions of the description.
36

 

Through existing data, then it will be presented in a comprehensive 

manner in accordance with this type of research, namely library research. 

From here the writer will move on three stages, first the writer looks for 

the internal aspects of the Qur'an that talk about the word jihād and qitāl. 

Here the author tries to find the meaning of the word jihād and qitāl in 

terms of language, terms, and the meaning in general. From here it will be 

known globally the meaning of jihād and qitāl and their differences. 
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The second step, the discussion was further pursued in the discussion 

around the object of the study that the author was researching, namely 

regarding the character and methodology. Here the author describes the 

profile of Fazlur Rahman and the double movement hermeneutics 

methodology in depth. 

The last step, at this stage, is at the core of the jihad theme research 

that the writer is studying. In this step the writer first chooses the verse of 

jihad (in the sense of war), the selection of war verses in this study using 

thematic methods, namely the author collects the war verses which contain 

the term al-qitāl, and then the writer tries to implement the Fazlur 

Rahman’s methodology on the verse of war. And then contextualize the 

qitāl verses by using the Double Movement method. 

G. Structures 

Structure discussion in this thesis consists of five chapters, each of which 

consists of several sub-chapters, with the aim that this thesis is arranged 

systematically. The systematics of the discussion are : 

The first chapter, describes an introduction that includes the background of 

the problem, which outlines the general chronology of the topic raised by the 

author, as well as the motivation of the author in raising the theme in the 

study. The following description takes the form of a problem statement, 

followed by the purpose and significance of the research, the definition of 

terms, literature review, research methods, and systematic discussion. This 
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description is a milestone to become a bridge in compiling a thesis and its 

nature is only informative. 

The second chapter, the author discusses the biography and intellectual 

dynamics of Fazlur Rahman. In it there are sub-chapters relating to figures, 

namely the biography of Fazlur Rahman, the educational setting, his works. 

Then also discussed matters relating to the context of his thinking. 

The third chapter, In this chapter the author will describe Fazlur Rahman's 

hermeneutical methodology, here contains an explanation of the double 

movement methodology, the thoughts that influence his theory, examples of 

its application, as well as responses to Fazlur Rahman's double movement 

methodology.  

The fourth chapter, the author discusses the meaning of war by 

implementing Fazlur Rahman's methodology. Which begins by discussing the 

correlation between the words jihad and qitāl, their similarities and 

differences. Then searching the meaning of qitāl and its derivation in the 

Qur'an. And then contextualize the qitāl verses by using the Double 

Movement method. This chapter is a core discussion in this study. 

The fifth chapter, contains the closing, which includes conclusions from 

this study and suggestions from the author. 


