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ABSTRAK  

Penelitian ini membahas tentang kegiatan pembelajaran berbasis inkuiri dalam pelatihan 

keterampilan membaca siswa di Madrasah Ibtidayah dan sekolah dasar di Indonesia. Dalam 

pembelajaran memahami menurut Islam, keterampilan membaca mendapat perhatian khusus dari 

keterampilan lain seperti keterampilan berbicara, menyimak, dan menulis. Mendapatkan 

pemahaman dan penerapan pembelajaran memperkuat membaca yang dapat dimulai dari tingkat 

sekolah dasar, dan tema ini akan dibahas dengan metode literature review dari publikasi jurnal 

nasional dan internasional. Studi desain deskriptif kualitatif akan menjadi metode analisis rangkaian 

data. Proses review melibatkan pendekatan fenomenologis, sistem pengkodean, dan evaluasi kritis 

untuk menghasilkan temuan data untuk menjawab tema penelitian kami yang memenuhi validitas 

dan reliabilitas temuan. Akhirnya, dapat disimpulkan temuan kami, antara lain bahwa kesepuluh 

publikasi dan literatur telah menegaskan bahwa penerapan pendekatan pembelajaran berbasis 

inkuiri sangat relevan untuk diterapkan di lingkungan pembelajaran sekolah dasar. Dengan 

demikian temuan ini akan berguna bagi pihak manapun. 

Kata Kunci: Pembelajaran Inkuiri, Keterampilan Membaca, Siswa Sekolah Madrasah. 
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ABSTRACT 

This study discussed inquiry-based learning activities in reading skills training students in Madrasah 

Ibtidayah and elementary schools in Indonesia. In learning to understand according to Islam, reading skills 

receive special attention from other skills such as speaking, listening, and writing skills. Get an 

understanding and application of strengthening reading learning that can be started from the elementary 

school level, and this theme will be discussed with the literature review method from national and 

international journal publications. A descriptive qualitative design study will be a method of analyzing a 

series of data. The review process involves a phenomenological approach, coding systems, and critical 

evaluation to produce data findings to answer our research themes that meet the findings' validity and 

reliability. Finally, we can conclude our findings, among others, that the ten publications and literature 

have confirmed that the application of inquiry-based learning approaches is very relevant to be applied in 

the learning environment of elementary madrasah schools. Thus these findings will be useful to whichever 

party. 

Keywords: Inquiry-Based Learning, Reading Skills Excercise, Madrasah School Students. 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

When returning to the incident when 

Prophet Muhammad SAW received a 

revelation from the Angel Jibril, all Muslims 

will remember the word 'Iqra' or 'reading' in 

a foreign language. (Meijer, 2009; Aslan, 

2019; Aslan, 2017; Aslan & Yunaldi, 2018; 

Aslan, Suhari, et al., 2020; Aslan, Sihaloho, 

et al., 2020). So there is nothing wrong with 

Muslims being inspired by this incident so 

that all learning activities are related to 

reading skills. The reading activity is one of 

the four skills in learning the language that 

requires special attention (Suhono, 2019). 

Reading is a process carried out and used by 

readers to get messages, which the writer 

wants to convey through the media of 

written words/languages. Reading is one 

aspect of language skills that contain 

meanings that are not always the same for 

everyone; some view reading as a passive 

process, and some say that reading is an 

active cognitive process (Anwar, 2020). 

However, reading is the ability to pronounce 

the sound symbols of a language and 

understand their meaning (Suhono & Sari, 

2020). Based on the importance of reading, 

teachers and parents should understand ways 

that can be used in order to make reading 

activities a success. One of the methods or 

approaches teachers can take on teachers is 

the Inquiry-based reading practice approach. 

(Shih et al., 2010; Rachmawati et al., 2020; 

Aslan, Silvia, et al., 2020).  

Before we take our readers further, it is 

better if we first state what we mean by 

system learning or the inquiry-based 

approach in reading skills training among 

children's learning at the school level at 

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, which is the primary 

school in the Islamic education curriculum. 

The term inquiry-based learning is a 

learning approach that focuses on 

optimizing children's abilities in following 

the teaching and learning process in schools. 

(Laksana, 2017; Spronken-Smith & Walker, 

2010). The method is straightforward, 

starting from the teacher's role in telling 

students how and what students must 

understand. In other words, students are 

motivated to research reading material by 

multiplying questions as a feeling of 

curiosity so that the children have thoughts 
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and ideas before the core of the reading 

lesson begins. 

Furthermore, teaching students' reading 

is inquiry-based, namely learning using 

learning methods that teachers often do in 

class, such as collaborative discussions, and 

a learning system that combines learning 

and research focused on student activities. 

The point is that the teachers do not take the 

teaching and learning method of 

memorizing facts and history. (Friesen & 

Scott, 2013; Putra & Aslan, 2019). Students 

learn with inquiry-based methods quickly 

done by doing more work and like playing 

and learning a little. This inquiry method 

allows students to construct knowledge and 

experiences on learning content through 

exploration, research, observing, and 

talking. 

Practicing reading with an inquiry-

based activity approach is essentially 

something that is not too difficult that 

frightens students. Because this activity does 

not involve reciting facts and formulas, but 

it does involve seeing, digesting, doing, and 

thinking more critically. As a process of 

seeing reading with the inquiry method, 

understanding the symbols of written letters 

into spoken words is a process of 

understanding the symbols of written letters. 

Likewise, the critical thinking process, 

reading activities involve symbol 

recognition, literacy interpretation, 

understanding, critical analysis, and 

creativity skills (Umar, et al., 2020). Khalaf, 

(2018) defines the Inquiry-Based Learning 

method as a method in education that 

emphasizes students' pedagogical aspects, 

not teaching the concept of one-way 

communication. Meanwhile, Riyanti et al., 

(2016) said implementation teaching reading 

for students in college. They understand 

reading activities to be an effort to 

understand the meaning in the written 

context by understanding symbols and 

processing literacy, written language. 

Like teaching other content, teaching 

reading skills certainly requires an 

appropriate and practical approach based on 

recommendations from experts in teaching 

reading. Chu et al., (2021) advised that in 

the 21st-century skills development through 

inquiry-based learning from theory to 

practice from various contexts and content. 

We can share the methods and stages in 

teaching reading skills, for example, the 

steps and stages of teaching, namely the 

Inquiry-Based Learning method. In the first 

stage, as directed by Shih et al., (2010) in 

their study "An inquiry-based mobile 

learning approach to enhancing social 

science learning effectiveness," students are 

allowed to develop questions that later 

require appropriate answers. 

In essence, the inquiry approach method 

allows students to be able to ask questions 

and answer freely. Another approach, for 

example, students, are allowed to examine 

the teacher's themes in class. So this inquiry 

approach also prioritizes students to 

familiarize themselves with their research 

talents and find out something that is a 

problem to find answers or solutions. 

Another approach can be that students are 

allowed to share a lot and help friends with 

the experiences they have gone through so 

that it is easy to convey. In other words, this 

method accustoms students to communicate 

well and on target academically and 

intellectually. Ask students to think 
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reflective thoughts about what could make 

the process possible and what could not 

happen. 

According to Kaiser et al., (2018) 

another benefit of applying the inquiry-

based learning method in reading class for 

children is that teachers can foster students' 

curiosity indefinitely until they get what 

they are looking for. Because an inquiry-

based approach promotes students, share 

experiences and ideas through the freedom 

to ask fellow students and even with the 

teaching council. This method is beneficial 

for students' mental and cognitive 

development with curiosity about what the 

teacher assigns. This method also teaches 

skills that students can apply to continue 

exploring all happy issues. 

Likewise, Brookhart et al., (2009) the 

inquiry-based learning method will promote 

student ownership of learning through high-

impact student involvement in both learning 

sessions and evaluating practices. 

Furthermore, this method allows students to 

feel the learning ownership of classroom 

learning. Also, students have time to explore 

a topic, giving students a greater sense of 

responsibility for the lesson's actions. 

Instead of the teachers themselves who have 

to be active in conveying what they have to 

learn, with the inquiry method, students can 

be more active in a way that is suitable for 

students' preferences and in the way they are 

most happy to learn; not otherwise students 

must learn by being forced by the teacher. 

Besides, said Gambrell, (2011) there are 

seven ways of student engagement in subject 

topics. According to him, there is the most 

important thing, for example, the teacher 

must know about motivation to read. So 

through an inquiry approach, students have 

the opportunity to dive into the reading 

material they have to learn thoroughly. 

Because inquiry-based learning will form 

active learning, this approach is proven to 

attract students to be fully active with the 

theme of reading learning. By giving 

students active opportunities to explore 

topics, this method makes connections on 

their own, and by asking questions and 

answers, they can learn more effectively and 

proactively. 

According to Gregory & Kaufeldt, 

(2015) what is even more beneficial is that 

the inquiry-based learning approach can 

motivate student's brain while increasing the 

attention, engagement, and perseverance of 

students. These are all methods that will 

increase students' love for learning, not the 

other way around teachers who have to tell 

students to be happy with their lessons 

wearily. Finally, the inquiry method is 

designed to promote students' love for their 

lessons. So when students can jump right 

into reading topics in their autonomous way, 

students not only gain a more harrowing 

experience - students will also sharpen their 

desire to explore the subjects and themes 

they like. 

 

Improving Children's Reading Skill 

Küçükoğlu, (2013) states that 

improving reading skills among students can 

be done by choosing strategic learning. So 

the solution is that teachers and researchers 

are needed to intervene to improve students' 

skills in the classroom.  

Abd Kadir et al., (2014) 's advice states 

the importance of teaching critical reading 

methods in reading classrooms. Based on 
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experts' opinions, one of the appropriate 

methods is the inquiry-based approach, 

which is a relevant solution. To teach 

reading skills to become real, teachers also 

need an effective teaching methodology by 

combining various methods. So whatever 

material resources and methods are used, the 

final goal is to improve student learning, 

especially reading, which must be a priority 

with the maintained quality so that the 

ability and opportunity to be able to read, 

which is the main goal, is essential to help 

children become skilled at reading. Bringing 

all of these aspects into existence requires 

cooperation on studies, schools, parents of 

students, and the wider community. 

To get there, efforts to strengthen the 

research and development agency's student 

education functions also need special 

attention. Because through the findings of 

their studies, researchers will produce new 

methods of accelerating elementary and 

middle school students' learning outcomes. 

According to the study of Oakhill et al., 

(2014) understanding and teaching reading 

comprehension requires serious handling. 

They say skills that are very important in 

academic and real-life settings include 

reading skills because they do not just grow. 

These skills must be taught and trained from 

the start of school. (Monaco & Martin, 

2007; Putra & Aslan, 2020; Putra et al., 

2020). Therefore, all parties in education 

must understand that reading skills are 

special skills because reading skills are the 

key to children's success in learning. The 

better the children's reading skills, the better 

their learning achievement. Palmer, (2014) 

also supports children's learning as early as 

possible so that one day it will become a 

generation of millennials who have 

improving self-efficacy in kids learning 

time. 

Furthermore, efforts to improve primary 

madrasah students' reading skills are a 

problem in education services in the 

country. The 2016 national elementary 

school student skill test at the government's 

initiation shows that students' reading ability 

is still deficient; namely, elementary school 

students are still at 46.83% who are not 

skilled in reading skills. Elementary school-

age reading skills are a gateway to learning 

and the development of life skills for the 

future of advanced Indonesian youth.  

Goodman et al., (2015) boldly say that 

the challenge for American children's skills 

lies in millennials' skills and the future they 

are prepared for. So they believe American 

children's education services are in the 

transfer of high academic skills, especially 

reading skills. It does not matter if we 

believe that only with skilled reading, the 

nation's children will be able to learn all 

subjects and the complexities of a 

challenging future. Through reading skills, 

children can understand, analyze, and apply 

the reading content they read and can 

develop reading content into new 

understandings.   

Because reading skills are so heavy, 

Welsh et al., (2010) agree that developing 

cognitive skills through reading is an effort 

to increase children's readiness to enter the 

next school level. A solution that can be 

applied to improve students' literacy skills is 

reading skills at the child's elementary 

school age or early years. Researchers and 

developers of the reading curriculum for 

elementary school students should become 
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active and essential partnerships with 

teachers with various innovative programs 

to improve reading and numeracy literacy 

learning outcomes for elementary and 

madrasah students. (Aslan, 2019; Aslan, 

2018; Aslan & Suhari, 2018).  

Finally, we believe that the primary 

quality of education for school children is 

based on reading skills. This is very 

important for all Indonesian education 

leaders because serving education must 

directly contribute to children's development 

from elementary schools, and academic staff 

must be equipped with quality and 

production facilities and concepts and 

teaching methods. We are very proud to 

provide support by studying teaching 

innovation studies, such as the study of the 

understanding of the inquiry-based teaching 

approach.  The reading skills of madrasah 

and elementary school students, which are 

the origin of life, changes for every human 

child, one of which is through improving 

pulmonary teaching methods, especially 

reading skills. (Gao et al., 2019).  

Especially if it is connected with 

strategies and planning for literacy programs 

for elementary school-age children, reading 

skills significantly contribute to improving 

the critical thinking skills required at each 

final level with high-level students' thinking 

skills, namely higher-order thinking skills. 

So finally we need changes in methods and 

methods as well as policies to help teachers 

and other educational components to be able 

to change the old learning process towards 

new ways of strengthening the acceleration 

of achieving the two goals of literacy in 

Indonesia (Kristiawan, et al., 2021), 

increasing a more competitive reading level, 

and developing all the potential of primary 

school children through the development of 

national and spiritual character in the school 

and community environment. 

 

B. METHODOLOGY 

Our review aims to understand the 

relevance of inquiry-based learning as a 

reading skills training needed to improve 

student learning outcomes at Madrasah 

Ibtidaiyah in Indonesia. The achievement of 

student learning outcomes in primary 

schools or madrasah ibtidaiyah is still a 

heated debate among educators and others 

outside the education system. However, we 

believe that the learning in question is 

closely related to selecting learning methods 

and approaches applied in the classroom. 

One of the relevant approaches studied is 

inquiry-based learning in improving the 

reading skills needed by students. To that 

end, we have obtained data from various 

educational contexts that have successfully 

linked their inquiry-based learning. After 

studying it under the phenomenological 

approach and critical analysis by linking the 

study theme with field data, the data we 

presented was valid and reliable. Finally, we 

get results, among others, as reported in the 

Results section of this paper. This 

qualitative study report is supported by the 

study design conducted by Ezzy, (2013) in 

his work "qualitative analysis' and Zhang & 

Wildemuth, (2009) through his paper" 

Qualitative analysis of content." 

 

C. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  

Inquiry-based  applicable in multiple 

learning contexts  
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As an educational expert, finding from 

Nunaki et al., (2019) can help request a 

learning inquiry approach. It is a realization 

that may prepare understudies' 

metacognitive abilities. In this investigation, 

70 understudies were given request based 

learnings in Indonesia. It was discovered 

that the inquiry-based method was 

discovered to be powerful. There was no 

critical contrast between male understudies 

'and female understudies' abilities. Further 

investigations may inspect the distinction of 

male and female understudies' meet 

intellectual abilities dependent on 

evaluation, age, or character of participants. 

If we to seek the relevancy of inquiry-

based approach into teaching young learners 

to readability, the study from Thaiposri & 

Wannapiroon, (2015) has proven that their 

examination depicts the learning exercises 

and surveys fittingness utilizing an 

assessment structure. The examination test 

was purposively chosen and comprised of 

ten specialists in advanced education 

instructional plan, request based learning 

movement plan, informal organizations, 

distributed computing, and improving 

necessary reasoning abilities. The example 

decided on the learning Activities as 

profoundly proper and pertinent to actual 

practice. The examination discoveries were 

as per the following. They are learning 

exercises comprised of three main steps; 1) 

pre-educating and learning readiness, 2) 

improving understudies' necessary reasoning 

abilities through instructing and acquiring 

by request based learning. exercises utilizing 

informal community and distributed 

computing, and; 3) estimation and 

assessment. 

The following result from Abdi, (2014) 

who investigate the effects of inquiry-based 

learning method on students' academic 

achievement in sciences lesson have 

motivated students behind this examination 

was to explore the impacts of request put 

together learning technique concerning 

understudies' scholastic accomplishment. A 

sum of 40 5th grade understudies from two 

distinct classes was associated with the 

investigation. The outcomes demonstrated 

that understudies who were told through 

request based learning were accomplished 

higher score than those guided through the 

conventional technique. This exploratory 

investigation endured two months. 

Magee & Flessner, (2012) collaborated 

to improve inquiry-based teaching in 

elementary science and mathematics 

methods courses and examine the impact of 

advancing demand-based education through 

collaboration between science strategy 

courses and mathematics engineering 

courses. Preservice Basic Instructor (PST) 

applicants experience three unique requests 

to develop a broader understanding of 

demand-based education (IBT). The meeting 

combined PST-based science requests and 

arithmetic requests where the PST were 

students and science requests where they 

became educators. 

Ramnarain & Hlatswayo, (2018) have 

tested the teacher believes in teaching, and 

demand-based learning continues to be a test 

for several South African instructors. 

Educators ensure that the implementation of 

demand-based learning is fraught with 

problems. The absence of a research 

headquarters, materials on display, time to 

complete educational plans, and large 
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classes made it difficult to implement. The 

exam was led by distributing an approved 

survey to Physical Science educators in 

Mpumalanga, South Africa. It is well known 

that tested educators have an inspirational 

mentality to the demands of teaching 

Physics but are less inclined to order 

demand in their practice.  

Panasan & Nuangchalerm, (2010) 

studied the learning outcomes of project-

based and inquiry-based learning activities 

with the association of effort-based and 

demand-based learning exercises, suggesting 

strategies that can help students understand 

logical information. This investigation is 

intended to analyze learning achievement, 

measure the ability of science and logic to 

remember grade 5 students who learn to use 

these strategies. Comprehension in the two 

meetings did not indicate different learning 

achievement and sci-tech abilities. 

According to the test results, plans for 

business associations and demand in science 

learning exercises are excellent and exciting. 

The plan has an efficiency of 89.05 / 78.79. 

project-based learning and 87.58 / 80.64 of 

request Based Learning. This article was 

initially distributed as a feature of the June 

2008 Daily Mail Online printout. 

Van Allen & Zygouris-Coe, (2019) 

reviewed the use of guided reading to teach 

internet inquiry-based skills: a case study of 

one elementary school teacher's experience. 

Those understudies battle online exams and 

comprehension skills, leaving them 

unprepared for school and the profession. 

This investigation illustrates how grade 4 

instructors built their students' online 

exploration skills. Teachers adopt a large 

number of guided reading systems to create 

on-demand online capabilities. Both 

educators and students experienced job 

changes and provocations identified by 

experience, but students demonstrated a high 

speed of commitment and coordinated 

effort. 

Voet & De Wever, (2016) examined the 

history of teachers' concepts of inquiry-

based learning, beliefs about the nature of 

history, and their relations to the classroom 

context. Their current investigation provides 

a complete picture of the origins of demand-

based learning (IBL) of history educators, 

concerning meetings with 22 optional 

teachers. The results show that, although 

most instructors' beliefs about historical 

ideas are helpful for training recorded 

thinking, the origins of their IBL often 

remain limited to a fundamental assessment 

of data, rather than using accessible data to 

lead investigations into the past. Besides, the 

IBL educators' origin has all the 

characteristics associated with their work 

environment. Based on these findings, 

several consequences for supporting 

historical instructor acceptance of IBL are 

discussed. 

Pedaste et al., (2015) have identified a 

relationship between students' level of 

reflection and their inquiry learning 

outcomes after completing a complete 

inquiry cycle in the online Go-Lab Inquiry 

Learning Space (ILS). According to them, 

demand-based learning is gaining a 

foundation in science education planning, 

innovative work, and teaching. Articles 

centered around identifying and 

summarizing the main highlights of 

demand-based learning. It builds a mixed 

demand cycle that incorporates the quality 



Copyright © 2020, Universitas Muhammadiyah Metro| 36  

  
 

of existing demand-based learning systems. 

This article concludes with the Conclusion 

stage, which can be present at any time 

during Demand-based learning. The 

Discussion Stages (which combine 

Communication and Reflection) can also be 

linked to the various stages, as they can 

occur at any time during (a conversation in 

real life) or after (talking about an activity), 

as in thinking, come back before or later. It 

ends with a structure describing the demand 

cycle in which these stages and sub-stages 

will be available in learning interaction. The 

system starts with an Orientation and 

coursework through Conceptualization. 

Khalaf, (2018) reviews the pedagogy of 

traditional and inquiry-based learning 

through a systematic critical review. He saw 

that the traditional learning model was a 

technique that was already applicable in the 

field of learning. Demand-based learning 

has been widely stated to broaden the 

information and abilities of students. A hole 

was found between current learning 

techniques and the assumptions for our 

instructive framework. Another educational 

plan is essential to emphasize favorable 

circumstances and discredit both learning 

models' inconveniences, the investigation 

said. The inquiry relies on 43 observational 

investigations announced in writing 

somewhere between 2002 and 2017. It 

identifies significant losses to both adat and 

demand. 

 

DISCUSSION 

 An understanding of the application 

of the teaching method approach for 

educators is critical. It is evident from the 

findings of research that examines the 

relevance of inquiry-based learning 

approaches to the bare reading of essential 

reading among madrasah ibtidaiyah students 

in Indonesia, which will be very useful, 

especially for madrasah or elementary 

school educators who have a big 

responsibility for learning success of 

essential reading skills education. By 

considering various literature and reviews of 

publications from various educational 

contexts, it can finally be said that inquiry-

based methods or approaches are very 

relevant in the context of basic reading 

classes in madrasah intidaiyah, the primary 

education environment. With the evidence 

from the field evidence that we examined, 

we can understand that the inquiry-based 

best practice method amazes students 

because this learning model is very different 

from the conventional learning system in 

schools. The madrasah learning method is 

still the central teacher orientation method. 

A similar point has been discussed by  

Schalk et al., (2019) who examined 

efforts to increase the implementation of 

variable-control strategies as a guarantee of 

the benefits of inquiry-based physics 

education in primary schools. So if we 

examine its relation to reading skills, Schalk 

does it by linking it to physics education. 

The point is that there are similarities in 

benefits even though the context is different. 

Of the ten publications we visited, they 

have confirmed several advantages to the 

inquiry method they have studied in various 

education and study units. However, we can 

briefly say that 1) inquiry-based learning 

strategy that positions activities and learning 

objectives for the development and training 

of cognitive, affective, and psychomotor 
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progress systematically. So as a teacher 

must understand the advantages of this 

inquiry-based method; learning in the field 

can be carried out through this strategy more 

meaningfully. 2) This best practical inquiry 

application will promote students to learn 

and play in the typical age and learning 

styles of first to sixth-year madrasa school 

students. For the advantages of this inquiry 

system, it has proven to be the choice of 

many educators and researchers of primary 

school age learning outside the country. For 

example, a study by Laursen et al., (2014) 

successfully found out the advantages of this 

method in their study "Benefits for women 

and men of inquiry-based learning in 

mathematics college: A multi-institution 

study." 

For this reason, studies that understand 

the effectiveness of inquiry-based learning 

in learning models in the advanced era with 

attractive, innovative methods will help 

educators achieve student learning goals, 

especially at the elementary madrasah level. 

It must be admitted that the adoption of an 

inquiry-based approach is challenging 

because not all teaching practices will 

produce the same impact even though they 

have used the same methods. This is what 

will foster the spirit of educators in helping 

students to be able to acquire the skills 

students need in mastering educational 

material. Applying inquiry-based learning to 

achieve reading learning outcomes at the 

madrasah level requires strategic strategies 

that are following the conditions and 

potential of students because the 

compatibility between the choice of method 

and the objectives to be achieved will 

actively make it easier for teachers and 

students to solve problems, such as 

collaboration methods, and increase skills. 

Essential reading that prepares students to 

continue learning to the next level well. 

(Harahap, 2019). In his study understands 

the effect of the Inquiry-Based Learning 

application on students' abilities in writing 

skills. 

 

D. CONCLUSION 

Finally, we can conclude that the review 

study, to understand the relevance of 

inquiry-based learning applications in 

teaching reading skills in elementary schools 

and madrasah ibtidaiyah in Indonesia, has 

brought results. The ten papers published in 

several different journals have indicated that 

this inquiry-based learning approach is very 

suitable for learning necessary reading skills 

at the elementary school or elementary 

madrasah level. This approach gets the right 

place in many contexts and levels of 

education is none other than the strategies 

and methods that the inquiry application has 

is very helpful for students and students in 

achieving the ultimate goal of improving 

student learning outcomes. So we suggest all 

researchers and educators evaluate the 

results of this study so that one day it will be 

useful to find a reading learning solution for 

Indonesian children. 
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