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ABSTRACT

Nur Sobah. 2024. Islamic EFL Teacher’s Practices in Independent Curriculum Implementation: A Case
Study at Pondok Pesantren Darussalim. Thesis. English Education Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah
and Teacher Training, Antasari State Islamic University. Advisor: Dr. Hj. Raida Asfihana, M. Pd.

Keywords: Independent Curriculum Practice; Islamic Boarding School; Teacher Challenges; Islamic
Teacher; English as a Foreign Language (EFL)

The independent curriculum is an education policy that aims to give schools and teachers the freedom to
develop a curriculum that suits the needs of students and the local context. However, its current
implementation presents several probelamatics for teachers and learners. Therefore, this study aims to
find out how the implementation of the independent curriculum is practiced by EFL teachers at
Darussalim Islamic Boarding School and what challenges they face. Using a case study research design.
This research was conducted at Darussalim Islamic Boarding School. The researcher observed classroom
learning activities and interviewed 3 EFL teachers with 3 different levels. Observations and interviews
provided data on how the implementation of the independent curriculum is practiced by EFL teachers at
the Islamic boarding school, while the results of the interviews provided data related to the challenges
that EFL teachers face. The results showed that in the planning stage, the EFL teachers had good initial
readiness, this could be seen from their efforts in attending the in-house training (IHT). At the
implementation stage, teachers succeeded in creating a religious, contextual, and collaborative
atmosphere. While at the evaluation stage, the level of teacher readiness varies based on their
understanding and training experience. The challenges faced are quite significant, namely: limited
teacher understanding, limited training, lack of technology facilities, lack of technology utilization, and
policies that limit the use of technology by students in the learning process.
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ABSTRAK

Nur Sobah. 2024. Islamic EFL Teacher’s Practices in Independent Curriculum Implementation: A Case
Study at Pondok Pesantren Darussalim. Skripsi. Jurusan Tadris Bahasa Inggris., Fakultas Tarbiyah
dan Keguruan, UIN Antasari Banjarmasin. Dosen Pembimbing: Dr. Hj. Raida Asfihana, M. Pd.

Keywords: Praktik Kurikulum Merdeka; Pondok Pesantren; Tantangan Guru; Guru Agama Islam;
Bahasa Inggris sebagai Bahasa Asing

Kurikulum merdeka merupakan kebijakan pendidikan yang bertujuan memberikan kebebasan kepada
sekolah dan guru dalam mengembangkan kurikulum yang sesuai dengan kebutuhan siswa dan konteks
lokal. Namun pengimplementasiannya saat ini menghadirkan beberapa probelamatika untuk guru dan
peserta didik. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui bagaimana penerapan
kurikulum merdeka yang dipraktikkan oleh guru-guru EFL di Pondok Pesantren Darussalim dan apa saja
tantangan yang mereka hadapi. Desain penelitian ini menggunakan studi kasus. Penelitian ini dilakukan
di Pondok Pesantren Darussalim. Peneliti mengamati kegiatan pembelajaran dikelas dan mewawancarai
3 orang guru EFL dengan 3 tingkatan yang berbeda. Observasi dan wawancara memberikan data
bagaimana penerapan kurikulum merdeka yang dipraktikkan oleh guru-guru EFL di pondok pesantren,
sedangkan hasil wawancara memberikan data terkait tantangan yang para guru EFL hadapi. Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa di tahap perencanaan, para guru EFL telah memiliki kesiapan awal yang
baik, hal ini terlihat dari upaya mereka dalam mengikuti pelatihan in-house training (IHT). Di tahap
pelaksanaan guru berhasil menciptakan suasana religius, kontekstual, dan kolaboratif. Sedangkan pada
tahap evaluasi, tingkat kesiapan guru bervariasi berdasarkan pemahaman dan pengalaman pelatihan.
Tantangan yang di hadapi cukup signifikan, yakni: keterbatasan pemahaman guru, keterbatasan
pelatihan, minimnya fasilitas teknologi, kurangnya pemanfaatan teknologi, serta kebijakan yang
membatasi penggunaan teknologi oleh siswa dalam proses pembelajaran.

Vil



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
pia 3l a3 AL aley
oy all o 5 aaa Ul jay Ui it a3 s iUl it le a3l 3 8Sally Gallall G Al Aaal

Praise to Allah the Almighty who has been giving me guidance till the writer finished this

thesis entitled “Islamic EFL Teacher’s Practices in Independent Curriculum Implementation:

A Case Study at Pondok Pesantren Darussalim”. Peace and salutation always be upon

Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H and all his friends who struggle for Allah. The writer like to

express appreciation and gratitude to:

1.

Dr. H. Hamdan, M.Pd as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training of
Antasari State Islamic University and all his staff for their help in the Administrative
matters.

Afifah Linda Sari, S.S, M.Pd, as the Head of English Education Department for the

assistance and motivation.

. Dr. Hj. Raida Asfihana, M. Pd, as my academic supervisor and thesis supervisor for her

guidance, advice, suggestions, corrections and encouragement.

The secretary of English Education Department, Hidayah Nor, M. Pd, for her supporting
in any competition on my college.

All lecturers and assistants in Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training for the priceless
knowledge.

Teachers, staff and students of Darussalim Islamic Boarding School for their willingness

to become a participant on this research.

viil



7.

10.

11

Mr. Jamil Hasyim, S.Ag and Mrs. Nur Jannah as my beloved parents. Who always pray
for the good of their children, always provide affection, support, love, motivation, money,
food, and everything to the author to become a person who is endlessly grateful and can
become what I am today.

Repi Jayanti, Nanda Safitri, Risma Ziana Amalia Rizky, Rizky Gita Puspita Rani, Tri
Utami Putri, as college friends who always support each other and fight together as well
as being a place to vent when I am tired of working on my thesis.

Susi Susanti and Nabil Adhalia Putri, as friends exchanging information related to
college, assignments, and thesis.

My housemate, Lina Gina, has been a good housemate.

. Last but not least, myself. Who has worked hard and struggled to get to this wonderful

point.

Finally, the writer hopes that this research will be useful for the next researchers.
The writer admits that this research paper is not perfect yet. Therefore, suggestion will

be expected to make it better.

Banjarmasin, Jumadil Akhir, 14th 1446 A.H

December, 16th, 2024 A.D

Nur Sobah

X



CONTENTS

TITLE PAGE ...cauaaeiiiieeiiiceeeeticinnneetiicssssnnstscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess i
STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY .coucciiiiiitmenneccccccnnnsseessscsssssssssssssssssssssssssss ii
PLAGIARISM CERTIFICATE .....uuiiiniiiinneiicssneiccssnenccssnessssssssssssssssssssssssses iii
APPROVAL .uucoiireeiiicinneetticssssneeiscsssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss iv
VALIDATION .orrivuiiieinnnmnmeecsoccesssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses A
ABSTRACT uuuceiiiiinenieicinineeticcssssnseesccsssssssesscsssssssesscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss vi
ABSTRAK ......annaaaaaenacinnnneeincisssnneeiecssssssstsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses vii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ....ccciiiiiimmmeccincnienmsnesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses viii
CONTENTS . .iititttticcinnteticssssstetecsssssssssesssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasses X
LIST OF TABLES ....coooieiiiiiieeeieicnsnntttecsssssetesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssons xii
LIST OF FIGURES......ccitttiiiiiiiremmeccsscnesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss xiii
LIST OF APPENDICES ......ccoiiiiitiiiiiinnnttiicisssnteeiccssssseescsssssssessscssssssssssssses xiv
CHAPTER L.....iiiiiiinneeiicnsineeticsssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 1
INTRODUCTION ...ccuuiiiiiirrmmmnecocccrrssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 1
A. Background of Study .......ccccovveviiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeee e 1

B. Definition of Key Terms .......cccceeeviieeiiiieniieecieeee e 6

1. Islamic EFL TaChers ......ccccvuieiiieiieiieiieceeeee e 7

2. PraCHIC. ..ttt 7

R O] 11 1S5 4 Vo USRS 7

4. Independent Curriculum Implementation.........c.cceceeceeveeveerveneenne. 8

C. Research QUeSHIONS.......cccuviiieiiiiieceiiee e e 8

D. Objectives of StUAY ....cccviieiiieeiieceeee e 8

E. Significance of Study........ccccoeviiniiiiiiniiieeeee e 9
CHAPTER IL....cuuuuiiiiiiinneeiicisssneeteccsssssseesccsssssssescsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 10
THEORETICAL REVIEW....uuuiiiiineeiiicinnnnneiicsssssnseiscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 10
A. IS1amic TeACKET .....oouiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 10

B. Independent Curriculum Practice ..........ccceevierciienienieeniecieeee, 14

1. Definition of Independent Curriculum ............ccccceeevvieeiieennnenee. 15

2. Advantages and Disadvantages of the Independent Curriculum...19
3. The Purpose of the Independent Curriculum...........cccceeveeveennennne. 20
4. Independent Curriculum COncept.......cceeevveeerveeerieeseieeeeieeeiieenns 22



5. Principles of the Independent Curriculum.........cccccoceevienieniennennee. 23

6. Independent Curriculum Methods ..........ccceevviveeiiiieeniieiieeeeee 24

C. Teacher Challenges........cccccoceevieiiiniininiiiniieceeeee e 27

1. Teacher Challenges in the Global Era ..........c.ccooeviieiiiniiieninnnn. 28

2. Teacher Challenges in the Digital Era..........cccccecvvvvviiiiiiiennenne. 32

D. Review of Previous Study ........cccceeieiieiiiniineiiinicneciceieneceene 36
CHAPTER IHL....cuuuuueiiiiirnnnereiccssssnneeeccssssasesccsssssssesssssssssssecssssssssssssssssasssssssssssans 39
RESEARCH METHOD.....uuuuiiiiiunieiicinsneeeiccssssnneeiccssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 39
A. Research Desi@N .......c.oovuiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeee et 39

B. ReSearch SEtting .........cccueecuieriiiriieiie ittt 41

C. PartiCIPantS .......ccceeecuereiiieeiiieeiieeesiiee et eeeteeesreeeseree s enreeesnseeesaeesnnaeas 41

Dl DAt oo 42

E. Technique of Data ColleCtion...........ccceerueeeieenieeniienieeieeee e 42

F. Research INStruments ..........ccccoooueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieicceeeeeee e 44

G. Data ANALYSIS .iiccuveeeiiieeiiieeie ettt e e e rae e e e e 45

H. Technique of Data Trustworthiness............cccceevveerienieenreeciienneene 47
CHAPTER IV ..uiiiiiiinneriicsnsnneeticsssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 51
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION...cciiiiiirveriicessssnnesecssssssnssscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 51
AL FINAINGS ..ottt ettt e ens 51

1. Findings from ObServations...........ccccueeerveeerieeenieeerieeeireeeeee e 53

2. Findings from INterview ..........cooceeiiiiiiiinieniiese e 69

B. DiSCUSSION.....ciitiiiiiiiriieieeie sttt ettt sttt s 76
CHAPTERYYV ..eiiiicineetiicsssnettecssssssssscssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens 93
CLOSURE ...ccoiiiteeiiicisnnetiesssssnestessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 93
AL CONCIUSION vttt ettt s 93

B, SUGEEStIONS ....eiiiiiieiieeiieeceeee e et 95
REFERENCES ....cuuuiiiiiiieeiiiinnnetticsssssntescssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 99
APPENDICES ....uuuiiiiiiiiininnicsinninssncssicsesssecssessssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssssssssss 103
CURRICULUM VITAE ....cccooreeiiiiinneeticssssneetsssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssess 121

X1



LIST OF TABLES

Table 3. 1 Levels Of EFL TEACKETS ....uuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

Table 3. 2 Interview Schedule....
Table 3. 3 Observation Schedule

Xii



Figure 3.
Figure 3.
Figure 4.
Figure 4.
Figure 4.
Figure 4.
Figure 4.
Figure 4.

LIST OF FIGURES

1 The Steps of Thematic ANalySis .......cccecueerieriieiieniieieeieesee e 46
2 Technique of Data Trustworthiness ...........cccecveevciieerieeenieeeieeene, 48
1 Thematic Categories of the FIndings ...........ccccveeevieeciienciieeieeee, 52
2 Material Delivery Using the Blackboard ..........c.cccoceeviiiinnninnene 59
3 Material Delivery Using the LKS B0OK ........ccccoovevviiiniieiieniieninns 61
4 Student Group ASSIZNMENTS.......cccvreerirreeiieerieeeereeerreeereeeeeeeeeeenes 64
5 Ice Breaking Students ...........ccceeveieiiieniieiieeiceeeceeee e 83
6 Teacher Involvement in Students' Group Work............ccccveevuvennnnn. 85

Xiii



Nk e -

LIST OF APPENDICES

Translation of Al-QUITAN ........cccuiiiiiiiiiiicce e 96
Research INStruments ........ceevveeeiiieeiiiieeiieeciee e e 105
ReSEAICH LetteT ... viieiiieeiieeceeee e et snae e 116
Photo@raphis ....c...oeiieii e 118
Thesis Title Change Letter .......cccuvevuiiriieiieeieeieecieeieeee e 119
Thesis Consultation NOES........ccueeeeiieeiieeeiieeeie e 120
CUrTiCUIUM VITAC ......viiiciiieeiiie ettt et e e s eeeans 121

Xiv



