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Age Stage Milestone Red flag for language
development problem
Birth to 2 Undifferentiated | Cooing
months
(contains
elements from
both languages)
2-6 Months | Undifferentiated | Babbling No bilabial sound
6-15 Months | Undifferentiated | First words(age of | Less than new words per
appearance might | week
be speakers but is
still within
normal range )
1-2 Years Undifferentiated | Language 20 words(2 languages
less than blend(parts of combined) by 20 months

words in both

languages are
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blended in the

same word)

2-3 Years Undifferentiated | Language
mixing(words of
different
languages are
used in the same
phrase or adapted

to the grammar of

the other

language)
4 Years and Differentiated Use each A countable number of
Older languages or a words by 30 months. No

separate system word combination

The table above presents the different stages of the acquisition development of
two languages in children from the birth to the age of 4. -The first stages is
undifferentiated, no remarkable differences marked compared to the monolingual
child, we can consider it as normal process because his brain is not prepared yet(in

the phase of growth) to make a difference between the two languages. At the age of 3
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years ,he may initiate to use some words from the both languages it’s can be names of
things;how to call his family member with the two languages for example bilingual of

English and Italian language (brother/fratello —mother/madre father/padre ;etc.)

The second stage(4 year and older) is differentiated there is an evolution at the
level of the language; a clear distinction between the two languages, the use of each
language in her specific situation for example language of the home is not the same of

the playground; he then developed the ability to communicate with others
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