
30 
 

CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

A. Research Findings 

This chapter presents the findings and discussion of the research. 

In this subchapter, the researcher will discuss the description of the 

English textbook “General English” based on Cunningsworth’s (1995) 

criteria that are language content and skills. 

1. Language Content 

The checklist of language content covers two elements, namely 

grammar, and vocabulary. 

Table 4.1   

Checklist of language content by cunningsworth criteria (1995) 

Criteria Items   

 The textbook covers the main grammar items 

appropriate to each level. 
 

Language 

Content 

The material for vocabulary teaching adequate 

in terms of quantity and range of vocabulary, 

emphasis placed on the vocabulary 

development, strategies for individual 

learning. 

 

 

The textbook includes the material for 

pronunciation work; include individual sound, 

word stress, sentence, stress, intonation. 

 

 
The textbook deals with the learners’ 

discourse competence. 
 

 Style and appropiacy are dealt with.  
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a. Vocabulary 

There is just 1 unit in the entire book containing the list of 

vocabulary in unit 4, "I Love My Family," written by Mr. Ahmad 

Kailani. It is about a vocabulary on the family such as brother, sister, 

cousin, granny, grandad, uncle, aunt, mum, and dad. It can be seen in 

the picture below 

 

  Picture 4.1 vocabulary focus in unit 4 

b. Grammar 

The grammar focus is mentioned in every unit with an excellent 

explanation. Every unit of grammar focus has been written by different 

writers, which means they have a different style of the description on 

it. The writer is also doing very well attending to the grammar 

material, and it fits perfectly on the learner's needs as a foreign learner. 

The material also has a good sequence from very basic to intermediate. 
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For example, unit 1 focuses on affirmative, interrogative, and negative 

sentences. Unit 2 focuses on wh-questions. Similar to unit 2, unit 3 

focuses on how to make questions. Unit 4 focuses on possessive 

adjectives and nouns. Unit 5 focuses on prepositions and directions. 

Unit 6 focuses on describing people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Picture 4.2 grammar focus in unit 1 

 

As seen in picture 4.2, the grammar focus in unit 1 start with a very 

basic material likes affirmative, interrogative, and negative sentences 

which is good for the students to learned it from basic. This material is 

really easy to understand and it fits to EFL learners. 
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Picture 4.3 grammar focus in unit 2 

 As seen in picture 4.3, the grammar focus in unit 2 talked about 

wh-questions. This material can enhanced their knowledge about how 

to make a questions. This grammar focus is really detailed and easy to 

understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.4 grammar focus in unit 3 
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As seen in picture 4.4, similar with material in unit 2 the grammar 

focus in unit 3 still talked about how to make questions. It means the 

material about wh-questions in this textbook is important to students 

understand and pay attention to it. This material also detailed and easy 

to understand. 

 

 

Picture 4.5 grammar focus in unit 4 

As seen in picture 4.5, the grammar focus in unit 4 talked about 

possessive adjectives and nouns. The material is also a basic grammar 

for EFL which is very good material for them and the material is 

really easy to understand. 
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Picture 4.6 grammar focus in unit 5 

As seen in picture 4.6, the grammar focus in unit 5 talked about 

focuses on prepositions and directions. This material really helped 

students to fullfiled they basic knowledge of English about 

prepositions and directions. The material learned is a frequent 

prepositions used in giving direction such as; on, accross from, next 

to, behind, between, near. This material is really simple and easy to 

understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.7 grammar focus in unit 6 
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As seen in picture 4.7, the grammar focus in unit 6 talked about 

describing people. This material teaches students about describing 

people general appearance, age, height, hair. The material is really 

simple and easy to understand. 

2. Skills 

The checklist of skills criteria covers four English skills, namely 

listening, speaking, reading, writing as presented below: 

Table 4.2   

Checklist of Skills by Cunningsworth criteria (1995) 

Criteria Items   

 
All four skills are adequately covered, 

bearing in mind your course aims, 

syllabus requirement. 

 

 There is material for integrated skill work.  

 

The reading passages and associated 

activities are suitable for the students’ 

level and interest. 

 

Skills 

Listening material is well recorded and 

accompanied by background information 

which help comprehension 

 

 
The material for spoken English is well-

designed to equip the learners for reallife 

interaction. 

 

 

The writing activities are suitable in term 

of amount of guidance/ control, degree of 

accuracy, organization of longer pieces of 

writing 
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The following are the result of the analysis presented based on the 

balanced language skills stated in the textbook: listening, reading, 

speaking, and writing. 

Table 4.3 

The balanced of the four language skills 

Unit Skills Page Total 

Unit 1 
Listening 4 1 

What’s Your Name 
 Reading 8 1 

Written by : Speaking 6 1 

Ms. Tenny Murtiningsih Writing - - 

Unit 2 
Listening 10 1 

We are Nurse 
 Reading 15 1 

Written by : Speaking - - 

Mr. Rezqan Noor Farid Writing - - 

Unit 3 

Listening 17 1 I Love Travelling 
 

Written by : Reading 21 1 

Ms. Dina Rafidiyah Speaking - - 

  Writing - - 

Unit 4 
Listening - - 

I Love My Family 
 Reading 26 1 

Written by : Speaking - - 

Mr. Ahmad Kailani Writing - - 

Unit 5 
Listening 29 1 

Where is My Campus? 
 Reading 35 1 

Written by : Speaking 33 1 

Mr. Yansyah Writing 34 1 

Unit 6 
Listening 38 1 

How do I Look Like? 
 Reading 42 1 

Written by : Speaking - - 

Ms. Hafizhatu Nadia Writing - - 
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Based on the table above, those are four skills that the researcher 

found in analyzing the textbook.  

a. Listening 

Five subunits of listening are found in unit 1, unit 2, unit 3, unit 5, 

and unit 6. The following is an example of the subunit listening found in 

unit 1, unit 2, unit 3, unit 5, and unit 6: 

 

Picture 4.8 sub unit listening in unit 1 

As seen in picture 4.8, the listen and practice in unit 1 talks about 

reviewing an alphabet. That is an introductory material in learning 

English, and it is a good start for students who want to be able to 

understand a new language or foreign language. 
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Picture 4.9 sub unit listening in unit 2 

As seen in picture 4.9, the listen and practice in unit 2 talks about 

ocupations. In this unit students have to pay attention to what speaker 

says about where is their workplace and the job have to put an uniform or 

not.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.10 sub unit listening in unit 3 
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As seen in picture 4.10, the listen and practice in unit 3 talks about 

song. In this unit student have to pay attention to the blank space and 

listen carefully what speakers says. 

Picture 4.11 sub unit listening in unit 5 

As seen in picture 4.11, the listen and practice in unit 5 talks about 

direction. In this unit student have to pay attention to the direction such 

as turn left, turn right, roundabout, opposite, and etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.12 sub unit listening in unit 6 
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As seen in picture 4.12, the listen and practice in unit 6 talks about 

conversation. In this unit students have to pay attention to the blank 

space that the speaker says. 

b. Reading 

Six subunits of reading are found in unit 1, unit 2, unit 3, unit 4, 

unit 5, and unit 6 which is in the entire book containing the material of 

reading. The following is an example of the subunit listening found in 

unit 1, unit 2, unit 3, unit 4, unit 5, and unit 6: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.13 sub unit reading in unit 1 

As seen in picture 4.13, the reading passage talks about introducing 

yourself and then answering the question about it. Students have to pay 

attention to the reading passage to answer the question. 
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Picture 4.14 sub unit reading in unit 2 

As seen in picture 4.14, the reading passage talks about Teachers and 

then answering the question about it. Students have to pay attention to the 

reading passage to answer the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.15 sub unit reading in unit 3 
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As seen in picture 4.15, the reading passage talks about 

converstation at the airport and then answering the question about it. 

Students have to pay attention to the reading passage to answer the 

question. Teacher could asked students to play role action in the front of 

class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.16 sub unit reading in unit 4 

As seen in picture 4.16, the reading passage talks about 

Ms.Kennedy’s Family and then answering the question about it. Students 

have to pay attention to the reading passage to answer the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.17 sub unit reading in unit 5 
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As seen in picture 4.17, the reading passage talks about Japan’s 

amusement parks and then answering the question about it. Students have 

to pay attention to the reading passage to answer the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.18 sub unit reading in unit 6 

As seen in picture 4.18, the reading passage talks about Maria and 

Sam and then answering the question about it. Students have to pay 

attention to the reading passage to answer the question. 

c. Speaking 

Two sub units of speaking are found in unit 1 and unit 5. This sub 

unit is less more than sub units listening and reading. The following is an 

example of the sub unit speaking that found in unit 1: 
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Picture 4.19 sub unit speaking in unit 1 

As seen in picture 4.19, the speaking material talks about greeting 

someone. In this activity, the teacher could asked students to practice in 

pairs and then choose a team to practice it in front of the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.20 sub unit speaking in unit 5 
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As seen in picture 4.20, the speaking material talks about Asking for 

and Giving Directions. In this activity, teachers could asked students to 

repeat after the teachers and then give them a questions. 

d. Writing 

This sub unit is the least compared to other sub units. One sub unit of 

writing is found in unit 5. The following is an example of the sub unit 

writing found in unit 5: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 4.21 sub unit writing in unit 5 

As shown in picture 4.21, the writing material talks about writing a 

direction on how to get to students' houses from campus. This material 

will enhance the students' other skills, such as their vocabulary, their 

grammar of prepositions, and direction. 

3. Criteria of Textbook Evaluation Fulfilled by “General English”. 

After analyzing the content of the book based on criteria proposed by 

Cunningsworth, next step is deciding how many criteria that have been 

fulfilled. The researcher compared the findings and the criteria  by rating 
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point; 0 = does not match with the criteria, 1 = partly match to the 

criteria, 2 = closely match with the criteria. Table 4.4 consists of the 

criteria that have been fulfilled and some description of criteria that need 

improvement. 

Table 4.4 Relevancy the Textbook with the Criteria of Language 

Content 

Criteria Description 
Relevancy 

% 
0 1 2 

Language 

Content 

The textbook covers the main 

grammar items appropriate to each 

level. 
  

✓ 

 60% 

The material for vocabulary teaching 

adequate in terms of quantity and 

range of vocabulary, emphasis 

placed on the vocabulary 

development, strategies for 

individual learning. 

✓ 
  

The textbook includes the material 

for pronunciation work; include 

individual sound, word stress, 

sentence, stress, intonation. 

 
✓ 

 

The textbook deals with the learners’ 

discourse competence.   
✓ 

Style and appropiacy are dealt with.  
✓ 

 

 

The textbook covers the appropriate grammar contents for students 

to understand a new language and it is in line with the goal of the 

textbook to understand a new language or foreign language. But, for the 

vocabulary content is still lack of content. Overall language content of 

the textbook is appropriate enough. 
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Table 4.5 Relevancy the textbook with the Criteria of Skill 

 

The textbook is not provided with the cassette/CD material, but 

provided with the specific listening passages, and link of website or 

youtube video material for listening activity. Every unit has a listening 

section in the textbook, except unit 4 does not. On the bottom page of the 

listening section, there is a source of the audio of the listening, most of 

the sources are from youtube references and websites, but the researcher 

does not find the source in unit 5. 

Criteria Description 
Relevancy 

% 
0 1 2 

Skills 

All four skills are adequately 

covered, bearing in mind your 

course aims, syllabus requirement. 

  
✓ 

83,3% 

There is material for integrated skill 

work. 
  

✓ 

The reading passages and 

associated activities are suitable for 

the students’ level and interest. 

  
✓ 

Listening material is well recorded 

and accompanied by background 

information which help 

comprehension 

  
✓ 

The material for spoken English is 

well-designed to equip the learners 

for reallife interaction. 

 
✓ 

 

The writing activities are suitable in 

term of amount of guidance/ 

control, degree of accuracy, 

organization of longer pieces of 

writing 

 
✓   
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There are less sufficient materials for spoken English. Materials for 

spoken English only mentioned in unit 1 and unit 5. Unfortunately, in 

units 2, 3, 4, and 6, there is no material spoken English instead. Unit 1 

material spoken English is about greeting someone, and unit 5 material 

spoken English is about asking for and giving directions. 

The instructions in the textbook mostly tell students to read 

comprehensively, but the level reading for comprehension itself is an 

introductory level that is suitable for their level. For example, in unit 1, 

the reading passage talks about introducing yourself, which is an 

introductory level with short reading passages, then increases in 

sequences every unit until an intermediate level of reading passages. 

There are a variety of tasks for writing. This textbook's writing tasks 

cover filling in the blank, completing the sentences, making questions, 

writing a direction, and describing people. That is, if the variety of tasks 

for writing covers the whole textbook, but if only pure of writing sub 

unit, it is less variety. What the researcher means by writing sub unit is, 

for example, unit 1, sub unit one listen and practice, sub unit two 

grammar focus, sub unit three speaking, sub unit four writing, sub unit 

five reading, that is researcher means by sub unit. There is only one sub 

unit of writing in the textbook by the writers of the textbook, that is in 

unit 5. 
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B. Discussion 

This section part presents a discussion of the research findings. The 

researcher will discuss the description of the English textbook “General 

English” based on Cunningsworth's (1995) two of eight criteria: 

language content and skills. 

There are some criteria for a good material of textbook analysis. It 

includes the concern about the language skills such as listening, 

speaking, reading, writing, and other aspects like vocabulary and 

grammar (Cunnungsworth, 1995). 

Based on the analysis that the researcher had done before. The 

researcher can assume that the material in the English textbook "General 

English" is appropriate enough for the students who want to learn a new 

language or foreign language because it fulfills most of the criteria of 

good material. However, there are still some aspects that need to be 

improved. The details are as below:  

1. Language Content 

The checklist of language content covers two elements, namely 

grammar, and vocabulary. The finding shows that the language 

content criteria had the fulfillment of 60%. The discussion of those 

elements will be presented as below: 

a. Vocabulary 

Cunningsworth (1995, p. 38) stated that a good textbook 

could help equip students to handle the unfamiliar vocabulary 
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they will inevitably meet. It is also in line with what Murcia 

(2001) thinks that a good textbook must have a systematic 

gradation from simple to complex vocabulary, and William 

(1983, pp. 251-255) wants the textbook writer to pay attention to 

presents the vocabulary in appropriate contexts and situations. 

But the fact, there is a lack of vocabulary focus in this textbook. 

There is only one unit that has a vocabulary focus on it. In 

conclusion, the textbook is not fulfilled in terms of vocabulary 

aspect. 

b. Grammar 

The goal and aims of the English textbook “General 

English” are being able to understand a new language or second 

language, which means receptive skills (Listening and Reading). 

A second/foreign language learner cannot use grammar 

effectively without being taught appropriately in vocabulary. 

This is because good choice of words leads to good use of 

grammar, which also explains the production of grammatically 

correct but still awkward utterances (Sheldon, 1988, p. 244). 

The writers absolutely well arrange the grammar focus in this 

textbook. Every unit has a grammar focus on it, and the 

explanation is very detailed and easy to understand. The 

researcher can conclude that the textbook is appropriate in terms 

of grammar aspect. 
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2. Skills 

The checklist of skills criteria covers four English skills, namely 

listening, speaking, reading, writing. The finding shows that the 

language skills criteria had the fulfillment of 83,3%. The discussion 

of those skills will be presented as below: 

a. Listening 

Learning English as a foreign language is not complete 

without learning all four skills. In the listening section, there is a 

section that requires people to repeat what the learner hear, and 

there is also a section that requires people to listen carefully and 

write down what the learner hear (Cunningsworth, 1995, p. 67). 

The listening section in this textbook is almost complete in 

every unit except in unit 4. The material is also very suitable for 

foreign languages, starting with listening to an introductory 

material, which is an alphabet, and the level of difficulty of the 

material increases slowly. 

b. Reading 

Vocabulary knowledge is perhaps the most crucial factor 

when it comes to reading comprehension, both for native and 

non-native speakers. A good textbook provides comprehension 

questions for reading activities or exercises it helps to check the 

understanding of the learners about what they have read 

(Cunningsworth, 1995, p. 75), and the textbook has met these 
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criteria by providing reading activities that have comprehension 

questions but still lack in telling the vocabulary learning. It 

should be accompanied by some vocabulary that learners can 

learn from the reading passage. 

c. Speaking 

Speaking skills are defined as the skills which allow the 

learner to communicate effectively. They give the learner the 

ability to convey information verbally so that the listener can 

understand. A textbook should have several topics of 

conversation and reading material to discuss. For example, 

students will take turns having conversations in front of the class 

(Cunningsworth, 1995, p. 69). In this textbook, there are only 

two sub units of speaking that make this textbook lack speaking 

skills, but that is where the role of a teacher is to maximize it. 

Teachers can use reading texts to add to the lack of speaking sub 

units. 

d. Writing 

Writing activities in textbooks usually invite students to 

think and use the grammars that have been studied previously, 

and of all that, vocabulary also plays an important role. Good 

textbooks provide various writing tasks such as describing 

something, writing a direction, making a short story, 

summarizing texts, making a list, and others (Cunningsworth, 
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1995, p. 80). According to those criteria, the "General English" 

textbook does not fully meet these criteria. However, according 

to the goal of this textbook for students who want to be able to 

understand a new language or foreign language, that is fine if 

the writing task is less than other skills. Because if students want 

to understand a new language, they must learn more about 

receptive skills (listening and reading) rather than productive 

skills (speaking and writing).  

In this research, the researcher found that the balanced of 

the textbook is not quite balanced and the textbook should deal 

with the four language skills (listening, reading, speaking, and 

writing) that are central to language learning. The teacher should 

integrate those skills along with the textbook, and a textbook 

should develop students' knowledge and skills in using English 

(Cunningsworth, 1995, p. 64). In order to master all of those 

skills, students have to learn more about receptive skills 

(listening and reading) than productive skills (speaking and 

writing).  

The balance of language skills in the textbook "General 

English" seems very fair, considering the goal of this textbook is 

to understand a new language or foreign language. There are 

five sub units of listening found in unit 1, unit 2, unit 3, unit 5, 

and unit 6. The listening material in this textbook is also great 
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for new learners to start reviewing an alphabet, filling a 

workplace, listening to a song, listening to a traffic sign, and 

listening to the conversation.  

For reading skills, every unit in the textbook has the sub 

unit of reading starts from reading about introducing yourself, 

reading about the teacher, reading about a conversation in 

different places, reading about short stories, reading about 

amusement parks, and reading about someone description. That 

makes reading is the most complete sub unit in the textbook.  

The textbook has two speaking sub units of speaking found 

in unit 1 and unit 5. The speaking material in the textbook talks 

about how to greet someone and how to ask for and give 

directions.  

For writing skills, the textbook only provides one subunit of 

writing in unit 5. The material for the writing subunit in unit 5 is 

to write a direction on how to get to your house from campus. 

In this research, researcher also found that the goal of this 

textbook is truly designed for the students. Cunningsworth 

(1995, p. 65) stated that the integration of four skills is an 

essential aspect of overall language ability. This research 

question is created to question the researcher's thoughts about 

whether the book is made for students to understand a new 

language. It means the content that serves in the textbook must 
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be at the level of beginners so that the students can understand 

it, as the researcher knows that receptive skills (listening and 

reading) are the skills that allow the students to receive and 

understand the language. They can be contrasted with 

productive skills (speaking and writing). After the students 

understand it, the next step is producing the understanding they 

have received before is called productive skills. The result of 

this question is that receptive skills are more dominant than 

productive skills. That is true that the goal in this textbook is 

truly designed for students who want to understand a new 

language or foreign language. 

 


