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ABSTRACT 

Zuraidah. 2024. The use of Instagram to Strengthen Gen Z Speaking Vocabulary.                       

Thesis. English Education Department, Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher    

Training, Antasari State Islamic University. Advisor: Drs. Saadillah, M. 

Pd. 

 

Keywords: Instagram, Gen Z, Speaking Vocabulary 

 

The purpose of this research is to explore the use, advantages and 

disadvantages of Instagram to strengthen Gen Z's speaking vocabulary. It uses 

descriptive qualitative research design by using questionnaires and interviews as 

the techniques of data collection. The data were analyzed by using thematic 

analysis. It was involved 10 students majoring in English education class of 2020 

from Antasari State Islamic University, Banjarmasin. The results showed that there 

are 9 Instagram features including Profile and bio, photo and video, stories, 

Captions, Reels, Comments, Hashtags, Live, and Direct Message (DM). The 

advantages include to improve communication skills and provides a 'back door' for 

shy learners, relies on the written word, encourages collaboration and peer 

feedback, promotes interpersonal skills, offers a large amount of contextual visual 

data, commonly used by young students in all corners of the country and can be 

accessed all over the world, the learning process is not limited by time, students 

can choose topics or teaching materials that suit their individual desires and needs, 

The length of time depends on individual abilities, Accuracy and up-to-date study 

materials, interactive, available, affordable and allows one to be immersed in an 

English environment, The learning context is informal and increases interest and 

motivation. The disadvantages are there are signal problems, violation of user 

privacy, uses up a lot of internet quota, the learning experiences may be too 

informal, information posted may contain spelling and grammatical errors, 

information between people directly is irreplaceable, and lack of real social aspects 

of life.  
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ABSTRAK 

Zuraidah. 2024. The use of Instagram to Strengthen Gen Z Speaking Vocabulary.  

Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan, 

Universitas Islam Negeri Antasari. Pembimbing: Drs. Saadillah, M. Pd 

 

Kata kunci: Instagram, Gen Z, Speaking Vocabulary 

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengeksplorasi penggunaan, 

kelebihan dan kekurangan Instagram untuk memperkuat kosakata berbicara Gen Z. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan desain penelitian deskriptif kualitatif dengan 

menggunakan kuesioner dan wawancara sebagai teknik pengumpulan data. Data 

dianalisis dengan menggunakan analisis tematik. Kali ini melibatkan 10 mahasiswa 

jurusan pendidikan bahasa Inggris angkatan 2020 dari Universitas Islam Negeri 

Antasari Banjarmasin. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan terdapat 9 fitur Instagram 

antara lain Profile dan bio, foto dan video, Stories, Caption, Reels, Comments, 

Hashtags, Live, dan Direct Message (DM). Keuntungannya termasuk 

meningkatkan keterampilan komunikasi dan menyediakan 'pintu belakang' bagi 

pembelajar pemalu, mengandalkan kata-kata tertulis, mendorong kolaborasi dan 

umpan balik dari teman sejawat, meningkatkan keterampilan antarpribadi, 

menawarkan sejumlah besar data visual kontekstual, yang biasa digunakan oleh 

siswa muda di semua bidang. pelosok negeri dan dapat diakses di seluruh dunia, 

proses pembelajaran tidak dibatasi waktu, peserta didik dapat memilih topik atau 

bahan ajar yang sesuai dengan keinginan dan kebutuhan masing-masing, Lamanya 

waktu tergantung pada kemampuan individu, Akurasi dan up- bahan pelajaran 

terkini, interaktif, tersedia, terjangkau dan memungkinkan seseorang untuk 

tenggelam dalam lingkungan bahasa Inggris, Konteks pembelajaran bersifat 

informal dan meningkatkan minat dan motivasi. Kekurangannya adalah adanya 

masalah sinyal, pelanggaran privasi pengguna, menghabiskan banyak kuota 

internet, pengalaman belajar mungkin terlalu informal, informasi yang diposting 

mungkin mengandung kesalahan ejaan dan tata bahasa, informasi antar orang 

secara langsung tidak tergantikan, dan kurangnya komunikasi sosial yang nyata. 

aspek kehidupan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

ACKNOWLEDMENT 

 

حِيْمِ  حْمٰنِ الرَّ ِ الرَّ  بِسْمِ اللّٰه

ِ الْعٰلمَِيْنَ  ِ رَب  لََةُ وَالسَّلََ  الَْحَمْدُ لِِلّه يْنَ وَالْمُرسَلِ مُ عَلىَ أشَْرَفِ الْأنَْبيِاَءِ آالصَّ

دٍ وَعَلىَ آلِهِ وَصَحْبهِِ أجْ  ا بعَْدُ سَي دِِناَ وَمَوْلانَاَ مُحَمَّ  مَعِينَ. أمََّ
 

Praise to Allah the Almighty who has been giving me guidance till the writer 

finished this thesis entitled “The use of Instagram to Strengthen Gen Z Speaking 

Vocabulary”. Peace and salutation always be upon Prophet Muhammad P.B.U.H 

and all his friends who struggle for Allah. The writer like to express appreciation 

and gratitude to:  

1. Dr. H. Hamdan, M.Pd as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 

of Antasari State Islamic University and all his staff for their help in the 

Administrative matters.  

2. Afifah Linda Sari, S.S., M.Pd as the Head of English Education Department. 

3. Hidayah Nor, S.Pd, M.Pd as the secretary of English Education Department for 

the assistance and motivation. 

4. Nor Faizah Hayati, S.Pd as the staff of English Education Department the 

assistance and motivation. 

5. My academic advisor, Fajrianor, S.Pd, M.Pd for the guidedance and 

encouragement.  

6. Drs. Saadillah, M. Pd as my thesis advisor for the advice, helps, suggestion and 

correction. 

7. All lecturers and assistants in Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training for the 

priceless knowledge.  



ix 

8. All participants who have agreed to supply data and information for this 

research. 

9. To my beloved brother, Zulkarnain. Thank you for providing support to the 

author with prayers, materials and sincere enthusiasm for the smooth 

preparation of this thesis. Thank you for always fighting for your beloved sister. 

The author dedicates this thesis to you. 

10. Special to my beloved mama, Darmawati (deceased). Although, when the 

author finished this thesis, my mother was gone. But the author is sure that 

Mama's prayers will always flow and become the author's enthusiasm to 

complete this thesis and live the next life. 

11. Dear beloved bapak, Riduan. Thank you for being present in the writer's life 

and continuously providing prayers and support. Hopefully, the author can be 

a proud child. 

12. To my two beloved aunts, Hj. Siti Khairiyah and Hj. Norbaiti. Thank you very 

much for taking care of the author from childhood until now. Thank you for 

treating writers like your own children and not being differentiated like other 

people. Thank you for all the support in the form of prayer, encouragement and 

material for the author. 

13. To my two beloved sisters, Mutia Wahdah and Suci Nurul Aulia. Thank you 

for being a brother to the author. Thank you for all the support, suggestions, 

lessons and encouragement for writers in living their lives. 



x 

14. To my two beloved nephews, Muhammad Rizky Raditya Tokan and Shaliha 

Nur Zafira. Thank you for encouraging the writer to quickly complete this final 

assignment. 

15. Dear aunt and cousin, Hj. Mahdalena and Maselly Fernadi. Thank you for your 

prayers, support and encouragement that you always give to the author. 

16. To nephew, Muhammad Abidzar Wahdianto and the Menara family. Thank 

you for your prayers, encouragement, and what you always give to the writer. 

17. Dear Alwiesta and ibu Titi Suharni, thank you for all the prayers, support and 

encouragement that you always give to the writer. 

18. To my beloved friend, Nor Alizha putri. Thank you for being present in the 

writer's life. Provides color and meaningful impressions for writers while 

overseas. Thank you for always being there and accompanying the author in 

his joys and sorrows. 

19. To my beloved friends, Siti Nurhaliza, Indah Mutiara Sari, Lutfiyyah, and 

Oliviana. Thank you for all the prayers, support and encouragement that are 

always given to the author. Thank you for always being a listener and giving 

good advice to writers. 

20. Dear, Putri Maulida Rahmah. Thank you very much for your help and guidance 

as well as prayers and support for the author in completing this final 

assignment. 

21. Dear my friend, Alfaridzi zulkarnain. Thank you for helping the author a lot in 

taking care of this final assignment until completion and for not forgetting to 

provide prayers and support for the author. 



xi 

22. To my comrade in arms, Nurul humairo. Thank you very much for fighting 

together and providing support in the ups and downs during the process of 

working on this final assignment. 

23. Dear Gorgeous girls, Rizqa sahlaa azkia, Adela putri, Safa Harun, Khafifah 

Nur Khadijah, Munawarah, Nisa Auliana, Norzaitunnisa, and Juli Nur Jannah. 

, thank you for all the prayers, support and encouragement that are always given 

to the author. Thank you for all the meaningful memories while we were 

studying. 

24. To my comrades in arms Nursyifa Ahyana, Siti Humairah, and Muhammad 

Alhabib. Thank you for being present in the writer's life. Always provide 

prayers and support for writers, and provide beautiful colors while we study. 

25. To my friends, Siti Nur Syafaah and Alfiana Azizah. Thank you for all the 

prayers, support and encouragement that are always given to the author. 

26. To all family and friends who the author cannot write one by one. Thank you 

very much for all your prayers and support for the author. 

27. Lastly, thank you for myrself, for being able to try hard and fight so far. Being 

able to control oneself from various pressures outside of circumstances and 

never deciding to give up no matter how difficult the process of preparing this 

thesis is by completing it as well and as fully as possible, this is an achievement 

that should be proud of myself. 

Finally, the writer hopes that this research will be useful for the next 

researchers. The writer admits that this research paper is not perfect yet. Therefore, 

suggestion will be expected to make it better. 



xii 

 

Banjarmasin, Ramadhan, 18th 1445 A.H  

March 28th, 2024 A.D 

    

     

 

 

  

Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

  



xiii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

TITLE PAGE ......................................................................................................... i 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY ................................................................. ii 

PLAGIARISM CERTIFICATE ......................................................................... iii 

APPROVAL ......................................................................................................... iv 

VALIDATION ........................................................................................................ v 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRAK ........................................................................................................... vii 

ACKNOWLEDMENT ....................................................................................... viii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................... xiii 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................... xv 

LIST OF FIGURES ........................................................................................... xvi 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................. xvii 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

A. Background of Study .................................................................... 1 

B. Definition of Key Terms ............................................................... 4 

C. Research Questions ....................................................................... 5 

D. Research Objectives ...................................................................... 5 

E. Significance of Study .................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL REVIEW .......................................................... 7 

A. Theoretical Framework ................................................................. 7 

1. Instagram ................................................................................. 7 

2. Gen Z .................................................................................... 25 

3. Speaking Vocabulary ............................................................ 31 

B. Review of Previous Study ........................................................... 31 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................ 36 

A. Research Design.......................................................................... 36 

B. Research Setting.......................................................................... 38 

C. Participant ................................................................................... 38 

D. Technic of Data Collection ......................................................... 38 

E. Research Instrument.................................................................... 39 



xiv 

F. Data Analysis .............................................................................. 40 

CHAPTER IV FINDINNG AND DISCUSSION .............................................. 42 

A. Findings....................................................................................... 42 

1. The Use of Instagram features to Strengthen Gen Z Speaking 

Vocabulary ............................................................................ 42 

2. Advantages and Disadvantages of Instagram to Strengthen 

Gen Z Speaking Vocabulary ................................................. 74 

B. DISCUSSION ............................................................................. 77 

1. The Use of Instagram features to Strengthen Gen Z Speaking 

Vocabulary ............................................................................ 77 

2. Advantages and Disadvantages of Instagram to Strengthen 

Gen Z speaking Vocabulary .................................................. 84 

CHAPTER V CLOSURE .................................................................................... 95 

A. Conclusion .................................................................................. 95 

B. Suggestions ................................................................................. 96 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................... 97 

APPENDICES .................................................................................................... 100 

CURRICULUM VITAE .................................................................................... 131 

 

  



xv 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 4.1 ................................................................................................................ 74 

Table 4.2 ................................................................................................................ 76 

 

  



xvi 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 2.1 ................................................................................................................ 9 

Figure 2.2 .............................................................................................................. 10 

Figure 2.3 .............................................................................................................. 11 

Figure 2.4 .............................................................................................................. 12 

Figure 2.5 .............................................................................................................. 13 

Figure 2.6 .............................................................................................................. 14 

Figure 2.7 .............................................................................................................. 15 

Figure 2.8 .............................................................................................................. 16 

Figure 2.9 .............................................................................................................. 17 

Figure 2.10 ............................................................................................................ 18 

Figure 2.11 ............................................................................................................ 19 

Figure 2.12 ............................................................................................................ 19 

Figure 2.13 ............................................................................................................ 20 

Figure 2.14 ............................................................................................................ 21 

Figure 4.1 .............................................................................................................. 43 

Figure 4.2 .............................................................................................................. 45 

Figure 4.3 .............................................................................................................. 47 

Figure 4.4 .............................................................................................................. 48 

Figure 4.5 .............................................................................................................. 49 

Figure 4.6 .............................................................................................................. 51 

Figure 4.7 .............................................................................................................. 52 

Figure 4.8 .............................................................................................................. 53 

Figure 4.9 .............................................................................................................. 54 

Figure 4.10 ............................................................................................................ 56 

Figure 4.11 ............................................................................................................ 59 

Figure 4.12 ............................................................................................................ 61 

Figure 4.13 ............................................................................................................ 62 

Figure 4.14 ............................................................................................................ 64 

Figure 4.15 ............................................................................................................ 69 

Figure 4.16 ............................................................................................................ 72  



xvii 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Transliteration ................................................................................ 100 

Appendix 2: Research Approval ......................................................................... 101 

Appendix 3: Permission Letter ........................................................................... 102 

Appendix 4: Change of Title ............................................................................... 103 

Appendix 5: Research Instrument ....................................................................... 104 

Appendix 6: Questionnaire Google form ............................................................ 125 

Appendix 7: Documentation ............................................................................... 128 

Appendix 8: Thesis Consultation Notes .............................................................. 129 

Appendix 9: Curicullum Vitae ............................................................................ 131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


