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ABSTRACT 

Muhammad Nazamuddin Azmi. 200101030318. Teachers’ Preparation and 

Challenges in Implementing English as a 

Foreign Language in SDIT ANIC Banjarbaru. 

Thesis. English Education Department, 

Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, 

Antasari State Islamic University. Advisor: 

Dr. Ridha Fadillah, M.Ed. 2024. 

 

Keywords: Teacher’s Preparation, Challenges, English as a Foreign Language,  

  English for Young Learners 

 

In Indonesia, English has a position as a foreign language, in addition to the 

first and second languages that most of the Indonesians have. Meanwhile, we live 

in an era of globalization where English is important to master to adapt to the times. 

Now, however, the government has enacted a regulation to eliminate compulsory 

English courses at the elementary school level. This contradicts the statement that 

English should be taught from the early phase of education. The researcher in this 

study focused on how the teachers were prepared and the challenges faced by 

schools implementing English at the primary school level. This study used narrative 

inquiry research method and interactive model as data analysis method. Based on 

the research findings, the first preparation made by teachers is to equip themselves 

with an educational background that is in accordance with the teaching field, 

determine materials and methods that suit the needs of students, ensure students are 

ready before learning, and apply several ways to arouse students' learning 

motivation. The challenges generally faced by teachers are the short attention span 

of students, the presence of students with language anxiety and different 

backgrounds, and the lack of facilities that support an effective teaching and 

learning process in the classroom. 
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ABSTRAK 

Muhammad Nazamuddin Azmi. 200101030318. Teachers’ Preparation and 

Challenges in Implementing English as a 

Foreign Language in SDIT ANIC Banjarbaru. 

Thesis. Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, 

Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan, Universitas 

Islam Negeri Antasari. Pembimbing: Dr. 

Ridha Fadillah, M.Ed. 2024. 

 

Kata Kunci: Persiapan Guru, Tantangan, Bahasa Inggris Sebagai Bahasa Asing,  

  Bahasa Inggris Untuk Pembelajar Muda 

 

Di Indonesia, bahasa Inggris memiliki posisi sebagai bahasa asing, selain 

bahasa pertama dan kedua yang dimiliki oleh mayoritas orang Indonesia. Sementara 

itu, kita hidup di era globalisasi di mana bahasa Inggris merupakan suatu hal yang 

penting untuk dikuasai demi bisa beradaptasi dengan perkembangan zaman. Akan 

tetapi, sekarang, pemerintah memberlakukan peraturan peniadaan kewajiban mata 

pelajaran bahasa Inggris di tingkat sekolah dasar. Hal ini bertolak belakang dengan 

pernyataan bahwa bahasa Inggris sebaiknya diajarkan sejak fase awal pendidikan. 

Peneliti pada penelitian ini berfokus pada bagaimana persiapan para guru dan 

tantangan yang dihadapi oleh sekolah yang menerapkan mata pelajaran bahasa 

Inggris di tingkat sekolah dasar. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode penelitian 

inkuiri naratif dan model interaktif sebagai metode analisis data. Berdasarkan 

temuan penelitian, persiapan pertama yang dilakukan guru adalah membekali diri 

dengan latar belakang pendidikan yang sesuai dengan bidang ajar, menentukan 

materi dan metode yang sesuai dengan kebutuhan siswa, memastikan siswa siap 

sebelum belajar, dan menerapkan beberapa cara agar dapat membangkitkan 

motivasi belajar siswa. Adapun tantangan yang umumnya dihadapi oleh para guru 

ialah tingkat perhatian siswa yang singkat, adanya siswa yang memiliki kecemasan 

berbahasa dan latar belakang yang berbeda, serta kurangnya fasilitas yang 

mendukung untuk proses belajar mengajar yang efektif di dalam kelas. 

  



ix 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 بِسْمِ اللّهِٰ الرَّحْْهنِ الرَّحِيْمِ 
لََمُ عَلىَ أَشْرَفِ اْلأنَبِْيَاءِ وَالْمُرسَلِيَْْ سَيِٰدِنََ  لَمِيَْْ  آالصَّلََةُ وَالسَّ اَلْْمَْدُ لِلّهِٰ رَبِٰ الْعه

دٍ وَعَلىَ آلِهِ وَصَحْبِهِ أجَْْعِيَْ. أَمَّا بَ عْدُ   وَمَوْلَانََ مَُُمَّ
Praise to Allah the Almighty who has been giving me guidance till the writer 

finished this thesis entitled “Teachers’ Preparation and Challenges in Implementing 

English as a Foreign Language in Sekolah Dasar Islam Terpadu Anak Indonesia 

Cerdas (SDIT ANIC) Banjarbaru”. Peace and salutation always be upon Prophet 

Muhammad P.B.U.H and all his friends who struggle for Allah. The writer like to 

express appreciation and gratitude to: 

1. Dr. H. Hamdan, M. Pd as the Dean of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 

of Antasari State Islamic University and all his staff for their help in the 

administrative matters.  

2. Afifah Linda Sari, S. S, M. Pd as the Head of English Education Department 

for the assistance and motivation. 

3. Hidayah Nor, S.Pd, M.Pd as the secretary of English Education Department for 

the assistance and motivation. 

4. Nor Faizah Hayati, S.Pd as the staff of English Education Department the 

assistance and motivation. 

5. Dr. Ridha Fadillah, S.Pd, M.Ed. as my academic and thesis advisor for the 

guidance, encouragement, advice, helps, suggestion and correction. 



x 
 

6. All lecturers and assistants in Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training for the 

priceless knowledge. 

7. The English teachers in SDIT ANIC Banjarbaru who are kindly agreed to be 

my participants for this research. 

8. My entire family, Saberan, Isna Ardiana, Nordian, Muhammad Nazril Riwar, 

and Muhammad Kamil Azhari who always give me love, supports in mentally, 

spiritually, and materially during the time of study and the process of making 

this thesis. 

9. All of my friends, Amin, Chacha, Fadhil, Zikri, Alfa, Izul, Izah, Arkan, Isyvi, 

Nabila, Hani, Umar, Iko, Nepen, Fadel, Aldy, Syahri, Amien, Pina, Aya, Saudah, 

Sanah, Habib, Baligh, Malia, Bisri, and Sarah, who provided me with emotional 

support in the process of completing my thesis and college studies. 

10. My “special” friend, Munsho “Catloaf”, who have been giving me emotional 

support and motivation, as well as someone who brought ‘cheerful colours’ in 

my life during completing my thesis work. 

11. My senior, Jabal Jamalullail, who has given me advice and information related 

to the research location for my thesis. 

12. My favorite VTuber, Evelyn, who gave me moodboosters in my thesis work 

with her contents and interactions in social media. 

 

Banjarmasin, Dzulqaidah 19th, 1445 A.H  

          May 27th, 2024 A.D                   

 

 

 

 

The writer 



xi 
 

LIST OF CONTENTS 

 

COVER PAGE ....................................................................................................... i 

THESIS TITLE ..................................................................................................... ii 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY ................................................................. iii 

PLAGIARISM CERTIFICATE ......................................................................... iv 

APPROVAL ........................................................................................................... v 

VALIDATION....................................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................ viii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................... ix 

LIST OF CONTENTS ......................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................... xiii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION .......................................................................... 1 

A. Research Background................................................................................... 1 

B. Definition of Key Terms .............................................................................. 5 

C. Research Questions ...................................................................................... 6 

D. Research Objectives ..................................................................................... 7 

E. Research Significance .................................................................................. 7 

CHAPTER II THEORETICAL REVIEW ......................................................... 9 

A. Teacher Preparation ...................................................................................... 9 

B. English Language Teaching ....................................................................... 14 

C. English for Young Learners ....................................................................... 20 

D. Previous Studies ......................................................................................... 24 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ............................................ 26 

A. Research Design ......................................................................................... 26 

B. Research Setting ......................................................................................... 27 

C. Research Participants ................................................................................. 27 

D. Data ............................................................................................................ 27 

E. Data Collection Technique ......................................................................... 28 

F. Data Analysis ............................................................................................. 29 

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .............................................. 31 

A. Findings ...................................................................................................... 31 



xii 
 

B. Discussion .................................................................................................. 55 

CHAPTER V CLOSURE ................................................................................... 64 

A. Conclusion ................................................................................................. 64 

B. Suggestion .................................................................................................. 65 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 67 

APPENDICES ..................................................................................................... 71 

CURRICULUM VITAE ..................................................................................... 93 

 

 

  



xiii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 1: Transliteration ..................................................................................  69 

Appendix 2: Research Instruments .......................................................................  70 

Appendix 3: Observation and Interview Result ....................................................  71 

Appendix 4: Research License Letter ...................................................................  81 

Appendix 5: Thesis Title Amendment Letter ........................................................  83 

Appendix 6: Certificate of Seminar Proposal .......................................................  85 

Appendix 7: Certificate of Comprehensive...........................................................  86 

Appendix 8: Research Documentation..................................................................  87 

Appendix 9: Thesis Consultation Note .................................................................  90 


